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The Paschal Sermon

If any man be devout and love God, let him enjoy this fair and radiant
triumphal feast. If any man be a wise servant, let him rejoicing enter
into the joy of his Lord. If any have labored long in fasting, let him now
receive his recompense. If any have wrought from the first hour, let
him today receive his just reward. If any have come at the third hour,
let him with thankfulness keep the feast. If any have arrived at the
sixth hour, let him have no misgivings; because he shall in nowise be
deprived thereof. If any have delayed until the ninth hour, let him draw
near, fearing nothing. If any have tarried even until the eleventh hour,
let him, also, be not alarmed at his tardiness; for the Lord, who is
jealous of his honor, will accept the last even as the first; He gives rest
unto him who comes at the eleventh hour, even as unto him who has
wrought from the first hour.

And He shows mercy upon the last, and cares for the first; and to the
one He gives, and upon the other He bestows gifts. And He both
accepts the deeds, and welcomes the intention, and honors the acts
and praises the offering. Wherefore, enter you all into the joy of your
Lord; and receive your reward, both the first, and likewise the second.
You rich and poor together, hold high festival. You sober and you heedless, honor the day. Rejoice today, both you who have fasted
and you who have disregarded the fast. The table is full-laden; feast ye all sumptuously. The calf is fatted; let no one go hungry
away.

Enjoy ye all the feast of faith: Receive ye all the riches of loving-kindness. let no one bewail his poverty, for the universal kingdom
has been revealed. Let no one weep for his iniquities, for pardon has shown forth from the grave. Let no one fear death, for the
Savior’s death has set us free. He that was held prisoner of it has annihilated it. By descending into Hell, He made Hell captive. He
embittered it when it tasted of His flesh. And Isaiah, foretelling this, did cry: Hell, said he, was embittered, when it encountered
Thee in the lower regions. It was embittered, for it was abolished. It was embittered, for it was mocked. It was embittered, for it was
slain. It was embittered, for it was overthrown. It was embittered, for it was fettered in chains. It took a body, and met God face to
face. It took earth, and encountered Heaven. It took that which was seen, and fell upon the unseen.

O Death, where is your sting? O Hell, where is your victory? Christ is risen, and you are overthrown. Christ is risen, and the demons

are fallen. Christ is risen, and the angels rejoice. Christ is risen, and life reigns. Christ is risen, and not one dead remains in the grave.
For Christ, being risen from the dead, is become the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. To Him be glory and dominion unto

ages of ages. Amen.

About $t. John Chrysostom:

St. John Chrysostom ("The Golden Tongue") was born at Antioch in about the year 347 into the
family of a military-commander, spent his early years studying under the finest philosophers and
rhetoricians and was ordained a deacon in the year 381 by the bishop of Antioch Saint Meletios. In
386 St. John was ordained a priest by the bishop of Antioch, Flavian.

Over time, his fame as a holy preacher grew, and in the year 397 with the demise of Archbishop
Nektarios of Constantinople—successor to Sainted Gregory the Theologian—Saint John
Chrysostom was summoned from Antioch for to be the new Archbishop of Constantinople.

Exiled in 404 and after a long illness because of the exile, he was transferred to Pitius in Abkhazia
where he received the Holy Eucharist, and said, "Glory to God for everything!", falling asleep in the
Lord on 14 September 407.

text taken from oca.org
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This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it (Psalm 118:24)

The Easter event is filled with much dramatic activity! The women go to the tomb where Jesus’ body was placed. We are told that
there was a great earthquake. An angel appears to the women telling them not to be afraid. Jesus is not there. Jesus has been
raised. The angel then tells the women, “Go quickly and tell his disciples, He has been raised from the dead, and indeed He is going
ahead of you in Galilee. There you will see him” (Mt 28:7). The women began to run from the tomb. They suddenly meet the Risen
Christ who tells them not to be afraid. Jesus tells them to “go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me” (Mt
28:10). That same message to go and tell others of what you have seen and heard, that Jesus, the Messiah, our Saviour, has risen
from the dead is repeated again and again in our Easter Sunday Divine Liturgy.

When the eleven disciples went to Galilee, the Risen Christ greets them and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations; baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that | have commanded you. And remember, | am with you always, to the end
of the age” (Mt 28:16-20).

This great commandment is directed not only at the disciples. It is directed to all of us, to the followers of Jesus Christ. All of us share
in the duty and privilege to announce the Gospel. All of us share in the mission to preach the Good News to all people. Our nature
as Church, as the people of God is always missionary. We are all called to evangelize and to give witness to Christ’s presence in the
world through action and love. This is why the Gospel message is read in so many languages during the Easter Divine Liturgy.

Let us begin by telling our family members of God’s love. Many of our family members experience God’s presence through the light
of a dimly lit candle. Sometimes this happens through one’s own choice. At other times, it can happen through circumstances
beyond one’s control. Yet, even with a dimly lit candle, there is always hope. Jesus Christ is the Light of the world. Christ can fan the
light of that dimly lit candle into a light that burns brightly and is inextinguishable.

With confidence and courage, let each of us share our faith with others. Our faith is a precious gift that has been given to us by Jesus
Christ to be shared. It should not be kept to ourselves but shared with others, beginning with our family members whom we love.
Together, we are on a mission. May we find hope and courage to go out and preach the Good News. Take as an inspiring example
the creativity of many who have provided online sharing of worship and prayer as we responded to the challenges of this pandemic.
While the light from gathering in our parishes was dimmed, the light of sharing our faith was illuminated through the internet.

Remember, dear brothers and sisters in Christ, that we do not walk alone in this mission. Jesus Christ promises, “l am with you
always until the end of the age” (Mt 28:20). May your hearts be aflame with passion to know the Risen Christ. May you be inspired
to share your faith in Jesus Christ with others. May your hearts be filled with overflowing joy on realizing the presence of the Risen
Christ within you. May you know the peace of the Risen Christ. May your Easter celebrations be filled with much joy, inner peace,
and heartfelt love shared with your family and with all whom you love and meet in the exciting journey of life.

God’s choicest blessings be upon you, because Christ is Risen!

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!
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EASTER PASTORAL LETTER
OF HIS BEATITUDE SVIATOSLAV

Most Reverend Archbishops and Bishops,

Very Reverend and Reverend Fathers,

Venerable Brothers and Sisters in Monastic and Religious Life,
Dearly Beloved Laity in Christ of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic
Church

Christ is Risen!

Bearing torches let us meet the bridegroom, Christ,

As He comes forth from His tomb,

And let us greet, with joyful song, the saving Pascha of God.
Ode 5, Paschal Canon

Beloved in Christ!

Today the heart is jubilant, the soul rejoices, feet rush to church,
arms stretch out to the Lord, resounding song comes from our
mouths, for this day is truly the feast of feasts and solemnity of
solemnities: “Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death
by death, and to those in the tombs bestowing life!” As smoke
which is blown away by the wind, and as wax which disappears in
fire (see. Ps 67:2-3), so today all our anguish, worries, doubts, and
fears dissipate and lose their power over us: “This is the day that
the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it” (Ps 117:24).

Let us meet... Christ, as He comes forth from His tomb...

We go to encounter the One, who emerges from the grave,
having undergone horrific torture, suffering, and death. In rising,
Christ passes from death to live. He emerges from the confines of
a limited and narrow tomb, with the entrance closed by a stone
and signed with a seal. Christ passes by the guard, placed there at
Pilate’s command. The glorified body of the Saviour cannot be
held, neither by time, nor by the space of earthly human
existence, as we pray in the Anaphora of the Liturgy of St. Basil
the Great: “He loosed the pangs of death, rising on the third day
and making a way for all flesh to the resurrection of the dead —
for it was not possible for the Prince of life to be mastered by
corruption.”

Christ opened a new Pascha of God, for not Moses, but the God-
Man leads humankind — not from Egyptian captivity, but from

death to life, and from earth to the heavens. The paschal matins
service depicts this paschal movement, this exodus of the New
Covenant as that of a Bridegroom emerging from the wedding
chamber., This image is familiar to us! Already, during Passion
Week, the Church prepared us for the coming of Christ the
Bridegroom: “O faithful, let us be on fire with love for the
Bridegroom, and with lamps burning, let us go out to meet Him.
May the light of our virtues shine brightly, and may our faith be
radiant. With the wise virgins, let us prepare to enter the banquet
hall of the Lord; for the divine Spouse offers us the crown of
immortality.” (Great Tuesday, Matins, Lenten Sessional Hymns).
And lo, the grave is transformed into a chamber, with Christ’s
Resurrection funeral services are transformed into the joy of
encountering the Bridegroom, who dispels sorrow, fulfills the
time of expectation, and invites us to the paschal feast of the
Heavenly Kingdom. With Christ’s Resurrection, we become
partakers of eternal life—not observers, but real participants in
the life of God’s children.

Bearing torches let us meet the Bridegroom!

This past year we have lived as if in a tomb “behind the locked
doors” of quarantine restrictions that periodically intensified. Our
churches and monasteries in some parts of the world were truly
inaccessible to worshipping faithful, out of concern for the safety
and health of both clergy and religious, as well as the laity.
However, today Paschal Matins help us accept these restrictions
as a form of expectation—of the exodus and of the risen
Bridegroom-Christ, whose arrival is awaited vigilantly in the night
by the wedding guests (see Mt 25:1-13). And here we sense that
this time is approaching. The Bridegroom draws near, announcing
to us that the exodus has begun. The light of hope shines
through, that with God’s help we will be able to emerge from this
global “incarceration,” to return from the virtual world to the
expanse of our churches and communities, in order to pray
together “with one heart and one voice” in God’s assembly. But
for this to happen, is it especially important that the torch of the
Resurrection—the light of faith, hope, and love—not be
extinguished.

In going out to meet the risen Christ this paschal night we carry
our torches of faith! Even in circumstances of strict quarantine
we’ve learned to practice our faith, to differentiate between its
substance and its forms of expression. We may have had to
change our practices and customs, but we did not weaken our
relationship of faith with our Lord God, a faith that filled our life
with light through prayer and daily reflection on the Word of God,
through participation in the Divine Liturgy in a different way,
through a heartfelt desire to receive the Body and Blood of our
Saviour. The torch of faith in us did not go out.

We carry today the torches of our hope! Drawing strength from
our faith, we have fostered expectations that we will overcome
and survive these complex times. Christian hope gave us strength
to continue living, to adapt to a culture of preserving a healthy
life in these new circumstances. We shone our torches of faith
and hope in the resurrection even as we mourned our dead.



When the world became disoriented and lost its bearings, the
torch of Christian hope helped us find an exit-exodus, move
towards an encounter with the Bridegroom, who today joyfully
and victoriously emerges from the tomb!

We are encountering the risen Christ, carrying our torches of
love in action—of God and neighbour. As the wise virgins of the
Gospel parable (see Mt 25:1-13), this pandemic night of waiting
for the coming of the Bridegroom filled our lamps with works of
mercy and service to our neighbour. We understood that we will
find our way out of these complex circumstances of life only if
we create authentic and vibrant Christian communities, built on
mutual assistance and sacrificial service to one another. The
torch of love for neighbour in us did not die out, and on this
paschal night it allows us to go out to meet the risen Christ!

And let us greet, with joyful song, the saving Pascha of God.

We joyfully praise Christ, who emerges from the tomb, as a
spring bird, who, with the thaw, begins to sing louder and more
cheerfully, and does not cease, even when it senses that the
branch on which it is perched is swaying—for it knows that it has
wings of faith, hope, and love! Let us gaze upon the body of
Christ, covered in wounds from brutal scourging, without breath
or life. A body crucified and buried, it would seem, irrevocably
and forever. And yet, the Spirit of God revives this broken human
body, which in the brightness of Divine glory comes out to meet
us and lay a path for us to eternity. This is the salvation of which
we sing today: “O Son of God, who are the giver of life to the
whole world, for this the whole world glorifies You.”

Therefore, if we are under the impression that humanity has
become like a body tortured unto death by the pandemic—and
our people suffer this evil in the midst of the horrors of war,
which continue now for the eighth year—let us gaze towards the
Bridegroom, who emerges from the tomb fully alive and
surrounded by light, and let us not doubt even for a moment,
that a light-filled resurrection also awaits us, that we too are true
partakers of the Resurrection which we celebrate today by the
power and action of the Holy Spirit!

Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ! On this bright, joyful day |
greet all of you with the Pascha of our Lord. Especially in this
Year of St. Joseph the Betrothed | greet all our husbands-fathers.
My wish for you is that you be a light of faith, hope, and love for
your families, models and icons of God’s love, fidelity, courage,
creativity, industriousness, patience, openness—for your
beloved spouses and children. Christ is the only icon of God the
Father, but children, as they grow up, develop an image of Him
on the basis of their family experience and the example of their
dad.

| greet those who in this pandemic feel lonely and abandoned.
Remember: when you pray, the risen Lord is always with you,
and by the power of Christian prayer you are united with the
entire community of His Church. You are not alone!

| greet all the sick and frail, as well as medical professionals and
your family and friends, who care for you. On this feast of victory
over death | ask you: cherish the gift of life, and embrace bodily
suffering as sacrifice in prayer, for this is “a spiritual fragrance”
pleasing to the Lord.

To our soldiers and to those who remain in occupied territories
and in Crimea, | send you my sincere paschal greeting and assure
you of my prayers, that the risen Lord strengthen you and keep
you alive and healthy.

| embrace with a fatherly love all the clergy, religious, and
faithful in Ukraine and throughout the world, and sincerely wish
you all a blessed Easter feast, a tasty sharing of our traditional
blessed egg, and a Paschal joy that is full of light.

The grace of our Risen Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the
Father, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Christ is risen! — Truly, He is risen!

+ SVIATOSLAV

Thank you to EVERYONE for all their help this week

getting things ready for the current and upcoming
services. May God bless you all abundantly.

Please pray for several of our parishioners and family members including (but not limited to): Ross, Ron, Peter, Katie, Jean, Edward, Verna,

Miranda, Sarah, Marge, Ann, Louis & Rosa Maria.

Happy birthday to Christopher Bawol, Ronny & Mia Kennedy, and Theo Nahachewsky who all celebrate their birthdays this week. May

God grant you many happy years. Mnohaya Lita.



Changeabile Parts for Pascha’s Divine Liturgy!

Instead of Holy God

All you who have been baptized into Christ, you have put on
Christ! Alleluia! (3)

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
now and for ever and ever. Amen.

You have put on Christ! Alleluia!

All you who have been baptized into Christ, you have put on
Christ! Alleluia!

Prokeimenon:
This is the day which the Lord has made;* let us rejoice and be
glad in it.

Verse: Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His mercy
endures forever. (Psalm 117:24,1)

Epistle: Acts I:I-8

In the first book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus did
and taught from the beginning until the day when he was taken
up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to
the apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he
presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs,
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the
kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not
to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the
Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; for
John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the
Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this
the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He
replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the
Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.”

Allelvia verses:

When you rise, You will have compassion on Sion.

The Lord looked down from heaven to earth to hear the groans
of the prisoners, to set free the sons of those put to death.

Gospel John [:I-7:

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All
things came into being through him, and without him not one
thing came into being. What has come into being in him was
life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in
the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came
as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through
him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the
light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into
the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him;
yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and
his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him,
who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of
God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of
the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen
his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom | said,
‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before
me.””) From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The
law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ.

Hymn to the Mother of God

The Angel cried out to the One full of Grace: O chaste Virgin,
rejoice! And again | say, Rejoice! Your Son has risen from the tomb
on the third day, and raised the dead. Let all people rejoice! Shine,
shine, O new Jerusalem, for the glory of the Lord has risen upon
you! Exult now and be glad, O Sion! And you, O chaste Mother of
God, take delight in the resurrection of your Son.

Communion Hymn

Receive the Body of Christ;* taste the fountain of immortality.*
Alleluia, alleluia,* alleluia.

Instead of Blessed is He Who comes... we sing:

Christ is risen from the dead,* trampling death by death,* and to
those in the tombs* giving life.

Instead of We have seen the true light... we sing:

Christ is risen from the dead,* trampling death by death,* and to
those in the tombs* giving life.

Instead of May our mouths be filled... we sing
three times:

Christ is risen from the dead,* trampling death by death,* and to
those in the tombs* giving life. (3)

Instead of Blessed be the name of the Lord... we
sing three times:

Christ is risen from the dead,* trampling death by death,* and to
those in the tombs* giving life. (3)

And to us he has granted life eternal;* we bow down before his resurrection on the third day.



