Our Mission is to joyfully
bring all people into the
knowledge, love and
service of the Holy Trinity,
Who dwells amongst us.

Address:
15608 -104 Avenue,

Edmonton, AB
T5P 4G5

Services:
Sunday Divine Liturgy

(Ukr & Eng) at 10 am

Festal Liturgies:

Most Major Feast Days at 7pm,
see the calendar section of this
bulletin for details.

Parish Website:
http://dormition.eeparchy.com

Eparchial Website:

www.eeparchy.com

Pastor:
Fr. Bo Nahachewsky

Fr. Bo’s cell phone:
780-340-FR.BO (3726)

Fr. Bo’s Emails:

fr.nahachewsky@eeparchy.com
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Come Follow Me
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Sunday, December U, 2022

Twenty-sixth Sunday after Pentecost. Octoechos Tone I
The Great-Martyr Barbara (286-305); Our Venerable Father John of Damascus

Who Loves $t. Nicholas?

We do!

Today Saint Nicholas is Coming to visit us!

He might even have something special for you, so stick around after Liturgy.

Today: Annual Bishop’s Appeadl
Collection (see page 5)
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Huge Thank You to all who helped and attended

December 9: The
Conception by Righteous
Anna of the Most Holy
Mother of God

Saint Anna, the mother of the Virgin Mary, was the
youngest daughter of the priest Nathan from
Bethlehem, descended from the tribe of Levi. She
married Saint Joachim (September 9), who was a
native of Galilee.

For a long time Saint Anna was childless, but after
twenty years, through the fervent...
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The Conception ... continved...

... prayer of both spouses, an angel of the Lord announced to them that they would be the
parents of a daughter, Who would bring blessings to the whole human race.

The Conception of the Virgin Mary by Saint Anna took place at Jerusalem.

from OCA.org

Greatmartyr
Barbara and Martyr
Juliana, at Heliopolis

in Syria

The Holy Great Martyr Barbara lived and
suffered during the reign of the emperor
Maximian (305-311). Her father, the pagan
Dioscorus, was a rich and illustrious man in
the Syrian city of Heliopolis. After the death
of his wife, he devoted himself to his only
daughter.

Seeing Barbara’s extraordinary beauty,
Dioscorus decided to hide her from the
eyes of strangers. Therefore, he built a
tower for Barbara, where only her pagan
teachers were allowed to see her. From the tower there was a
view of hills stretching into the distance. By day she was able to
gaze upon the wooded hills, the swiftly flowing rivers, and the
meadows covered with a mottled blanket of flowers; by night
the harmonious and majestic vault of the heavens twinkled and
provided a spectacle of inexpressible beauty. Soon the virgin
began to ask herself questions about the First Cause and Creator
of so harmonious and splendid a world.

Gradually, she became convinced that the souless idols were
merely the work of human hands. Although her father and
teachers offered them worship, she realized that the idols could
not have made the surrounding world. The desire to know the
true God so consumed her soul that Barbara decided to devote
all her life to this goal, and to spend her life in virginity.

The fame of her beauty spread throughout the city, and many
sought her hand in marriage. But despite the entreaties of her
father, she refused all of them. Barbara warned her father that
his persistence might end tragically and separate them forever.
Dioscorus decided that the temperament of his daughter had
been affected by her life of seclusion. He therefore permitted
her to leave the tower and gave her full freedom in her choice of
friends and acquaintances. Thus Barbara met young Christian
maidens in the city, and they taught her about the Creator of the
world, about the Trinity, and about the Divine Logos. Through
the Providence of God, a priest arrived in Heliopolis from
Alexandria disguised as a merchant. After instructing her in the

mysteries of the Christian Faith, he baptized
Barbara, then returned to his own country.

During this time a luxurious bathhouse was
being built at the house of Dioscorus. By his
orders the workers prepared to put two
windows on the south side. But Barbara,
taking advantage of her father’s absence,
asked them to make a third window, thereby
forming a Trinity of light. On one of the walls
of the bath-house Barbara traced a cross with
her finger. The cross was deeply etched into
the marble, as if by an iron instrument. Later,
her footprints were imprinted on the stone
steps of the bathhouse. The water of the
bathhouse had great healing power. Saint
Simeon Metaphrastes (November 9) compared
the bathhouse to the stream of Jordan and the
Pool of Siloam, because by God’s power, many
miracles took place there.

When Dioscorus returned and expressed dissatisfaction about
the change in his building plans, his daughter told him about
how she had come to know the Triune God, about the saving
power of the Son of God, and about the futility of worshipping
idols. Dioscorus went into a rage, grabbed a sword and was on
the point of striking her with it. The holy virgin fled from her
father, and he rushed after her in pursuit. His way became
blocked by a hill, which opened up and concealed the saintin a
crevice. On the other side of the crevice was an entrance leading
upwards. Saint Barbara managed then to conceal herself in a
cave on the opposite slope of the hill.

After a long and fruitless search for his daughter, Dioscorus saw
two shepherds on the hill. One of them showed him the cave
where the saint had hidden. Dioscorus beat his daughter
terribly, and then placed her under guard and tried to wear her
down with hunger. Finally he handed her over to the prefect of
the city, named Martianus. They beat Saint Barbara fiercely:
they struck her with rawhide, and rubbed her wounds with a
hair cloth to increase her pain. By night Saint Barbara prayed
fervently to her Heavenly Bridegroom, and the Savior Himself
appeared and healed her wounds. Then they subjected the saint
to new, and even more frightful torments.

In the crowd where the martyr was tortured was the virtuous
Christian woman Juliana, an inhabitant of Heliopolis. Her heart
was filled with sympathy for the voluntary martyrdom...
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Greatmartyr Barbara

... of the beautiful and illustrious maiden. Juliana also wanted to
suffer for Christ. She began to denounce the torturers in a loud
voice, and they seized her.

Both martyrs were tortured for a long time. Their bodies were
raked and wounded with hooks, and then they were led naked
through the city amidst derision and jeers. Through the prayers
of Saint Barbara the Lord sent an angel who covered the
nakedness of the holy martyrs with a splendid robe. Then the
steadfast confessors of Christ, Saints Barbara and Juliana, were
beheaded. Dioscorus himself executed Saint Barbara. The wrath
of God was not slow to punish both torturers, Martianus and
Dioscorus. They were killed after being struck by lightning.

In the sixth century the relics of the holy Great Martyr Barbara
were transferred to Constantinople. Six hundred years later, they
were transferred to Kiev (July 11) by Barbara, the daughter of
the Byzantine Emperor Alexius Comnenos, wife of prince
Michael Izyaslavich. They rest even now at Kiev’s Saint Vladimir
cathedral, where an Akathist to the saint is served each Tuesday.

Many pious Christians are in the habit of chanting the Troparion
of Saint Barbara each day, recalling the Savior’s promise to her
that those who remembered her and her sufferings would be
preserved from a sudden, unexpected death, and would not
depart this life without benefit of the Holy Mysteries of Christ.

0OcCa.org

Saint Nicholas the
Wonderworker, Archbishop of
Myra in Lycia

Saint Nicholas, the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Myra in Lycia is
famed as a great saint pleasing unto God. He was born in the city
of Patara in the region of Lycia (on the south coast of the Asia
Minor peninsula), and was the only son of
pious parents Theophanes and Nonna, who
had vowed to dedicate him to God.

As the fruit of the prayer of his childless
parents, the infant Nicholas from the very day
of his birth revealed to people the light of his
future glory as a wonderworker. His mother,
Nonna, after giving birth was immediately
healed from illness. The newborn infant, while
still in the baptismal font, stood on his feet
three hours, without support from anyone,
thereby honoring the Most Holy Trinity. Saint
Nicholas from his infancy began a life of
fasting, and on Wednesdays and Fridays he
would not accept milk from his mother until
after his parents had finished their evening
prayers.

From his childhood Nicholas thrived on the
study of Divine Scripture; by day he would not
leave church, and by night he prayed and read
books, making himself a worthy dwelling place
for the Holy Spirit. Bishop Nicholas of Patara
rejoiced at the spiritual success and deep piety of his nephew. He
ordained him a reader, and then elevated Nicholas to the
priesthood, making him his assistant and entrusting him to
instruct the flock.

In serving the Lord the youth was fervent of spirit, and in his
proficiency with questions of faith he was like an Elder, who

aroused the wonder and deep respect of believers. Constantly at
work and vivacious, in unceasing prayer, the priest Nicholas
displayed great kind-heartedness towards the flock, and towards
the afflicted who came to him for help, and he distributed all his
inheritance to the poor.

There was a certain formerly rich inhabitant of Patara, whom
Saint Nicholas saved from great sin. The man had three grown
daughters, and in desperation he planned to sell their bodies so
they would have money for food. The saint,
learning of the man’s poverty and of his wicked
intention, secretly visited him one night and
threw a sack of gold through the window. With
the money the man arranged an honorable
marriage for his daughter. Saint Nicholas also
provided gold for the other daughters, thereby
saving the family from falling into spiritual
destruction. In bestowing charity, Saint Nicholas
always strove to do this secretly and to conceal
his good deeds.

The Bishop of Patara decided to go on
pilgrimage to the holy places at Jerusalem, and
entrusted the guidance of his flock to Saint
Nicholas, who fulfilled this obedience carefully
and with love. When the bishop returned,
Nicholas asked his blessing for a pilgrimage to
the Holy Land. Along the way the saint
predicted a storm would arise and threaten the
ship. Saint Nicholas saw the devil get on the
ship, intending to sink it and kill all the
passengers. At the entreaty of the despairing
pilgrims, he calmed the waves of the sea by his prayers. Through
his prayer a certain sailor of the ship, who had fallen from the
mast and was mortally injured, was also restored to health.

When he reached the ancient city of Jerusalem and came to
Golgotha, Saint Nicholas gave thanks to the Savior. He went to all
the holy places, worshiping at each one. One night on...
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... Mount Sion, the closed doors of the church opened by
themselves for the great pilgrim. Going round the holy places
connected with the earthly service of the Son of God, Saint
Nicholas decided to withdraw into the desert, but he was
stopped by a divine voice urging him to return to his native
country. He returned to Lycia, and yearning for a life of quietude,
the saint entered into the brotherhood of a monastery named
Holy Sion, which had been founded by his uncle. But the Lord
again indicated another path for him, “Nicholas, this is not the
vineyard where you shall bear fruit for Me. Return to the world,
and glorify My Name there.” So he left Patara and went to Myra
in Lycia.

Upon the death of Archbishop John, Nicholas was chosen as
Bishop of Myra after one of the bishops of the Council said that
a new archbishop should be revealed by God, not chosen by
men. One of the elder bishops had a vision of a radiant Man,
Who told him that the one who came to the church that night
and was first to enter should be made archbishop. He would be
named Nicholas. The bishop went to the church at night to await
Nicholas. The saint, always the first to arrive at church, was
stopped by the bishop. “What is your name, child?” he asked.
God’s chosen one replied, “My name is Nicholas, Master, and |
am your servant.”

After his consecration as archbishop, Saint Nicholas remained a
great ascetic, appearing to his flock as an image of gentleness,
kindness and love for people. This was particularly precious for

the Lycian Church during the persecution of Christians under the
emperor Diocletian (284-305). Bishop Nicholas, locked up in
prison together with other Christians for refusing to worship
idols, sustained them and exhorted them to endure the fetters,
punishment and torture. The Lord preserved him unharmed.
Upon the accession of Saint Constantine (May 21) as emperor,
Saint Nicholas was restored to his flock, which joyfully received
their guide and intercessor.

Despite his great gentleness of spirit and purity of heart, Saint
Nicholas was a zealous and ardent warrior of the Church of
Christ. Fighting evil spirits, the saint made the rounds of the
pagan temples and shrines in the city of Myra and its
surroundings, shattering the idols and turning the temples to
dust.

In the year 325 Saint Nicholas was a participant in the First
Ecumenical Council. This Council proclaimed the Nicean Symbol
of Faith, and he stood up against the heretic Arius with the likes
of Saints Sylvester the Bishop of Rome (January 2), Alexander of
Alexandria (May 29), Spyridon of Trimythontos (December 12)
and other Fathers of the Council.

Saint Nicholas, fired with zeal for the Lord, assailed the heretic
Arius with his words, and also struck him upon the face. For this
reason, he was deprived of the emblems of his episcopal rank
and placed under guard. But several of the holy Fathers had the
same vision, seeing the Lord Himself and the Mother of God
returning to him the Gospel and omophorion. The Fathers...




... of the Council agreed that the audacity of the saint was pleasing
to God, and restored the saint to the office of bishop.

Having returned to his own diocese, the saint brought it peace and
blessings, sowing the word of Truth, uprooting heresy, nourishing
his flock with sound doctrine, and also providing food for their
bodies. The face of Saint Nicholas resembled that of an Angel,
resplendent with divine grace. A brilliant ray shone from his face,
like that which shone from the face of Moses (Exodus 34:29), so
that those who looked at him were astonished. Whoever was
oppressed by some affliction or passion of the soul had only to
behold the Saint, and his sorrow was eased at once. As for those
who conversed with him, they soon found themselves advancing
on the path of virtue. Not only were the faithful moved to
compassion, but unbelievers as well, and they directed their steps
on the path of salvation when they heard him speak. The evil of
unbelief which had been implanted in their hearts since childhood
was uprooted, and in its place, the word of truth was sown.

Even during his life the saint worked many miracles. One of the
greatest was the deliverance from death of three men unjustly
condemned by the Governor, who had been bribed. The saint
boldly went up to the executioner and took his sword, already
suspended over the heads of the condemned. The Governor,
denounced by Saint Nicholas for his wrong doing, repented and
begged for forgiveness.

Witnessing this remarkable event were three military officers, who
were sent to Phrygia by the emperor Constantine to put down a

rebellion. They did not suspect that soon they would also be
compelled to seek the intercession of Saint Nicholas. Evil men
slandered them before the emperor, and the officers were
sentenced to death. Appearing to Saint Constantine in a dream,
Saint Nicholas called on him to overturn the unjust sentence of
the military officers.

He worked many other miracles, and struggled many long years at
his labor. Through the prayers of the saint, the city of Myra was
rescued from a terrible famine. He appeared to a certain Italian
merchant and left him three gold pieces as a pledge of payment.
He requested him to sail to Myra and deliver grain there. More
than once, the saint saved those drowning in the sea, and
provided release from captivity and imprisonment.

Having reached old age, Saint Nicholas peacefully fell asleep in the
Lord. His venerable relics were preserved incorrupt in the local
cathedral church and flowed with curative myrrh, from which
many received healing. In the year 1087, his relics were
transferred to the Italian city of Bari, where they rest even now
(See May 9).

The name of the great saint of God, the hierarch and
wonderworker Nicholas, a speedy helper and suppliant for all
hastening to him, is famed in every corner of the earth, in many
lands and among many peoples.
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The Annual Bishop’s Appeal Collection

“What Gift Have |, Worthy of a King?” takes place on Sunday, December 4. The Appeal coincides with the Feast of Saint Nicholas, the
Wonderworker, Archbishop of Myra. Saint Nicholas is uniquely tied to Christmas, the celebration of Jesus’ birth. Early stories about Saint
Nicholas carry with them the Nativity themes of love and justice. He is characterized as a generous and pious servant of God, caring for
children and families, and providing gifts for their spiritual and physical well-being.

And that’s what the Ukrainian Catholic Church is all about: caring and providing for our faithful throughout the Province of Alberta.

Help Bishop David in spreading the Good News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ by supporting our Eparchial ministries and offices, including:
Youth Ministry, Family and Life Ministries, Religious Education, Vocations, Ecumenism, Social Outreach, and Marriage Tribunal.

With Christmas on our doorstep, one of the holiest times of the year, and in the spirit of Saint Nicholas, what gift do you bring now to the

infant Jesus, who lays quietly and peacefully in a manger?

Thank you for your generosity! May God bless you and your families!

« Please pray for several of our parishioners and family
members including (but not limited to): + Joselyn, and for Fr.
Terry, Anne, Brody, Rosann, Jennie, Mickey, Kristopher, Greg,
Ross, Ron, Jean, Verna, Miranda, Sarah, Ann & Louis.

« Happy birthday to Adam Lavallee, Nicholas Setlack and
Andrij Genyk, who celebrate(s) his/her/their birthday(s) this
week. May God grant you many happy years. Mnohaya Lita.

o Next Sunday after Liturgy we will be celebrating a
Panachyda for +Jocelyn Wolff who passed away

about 40 days ago, and also for + Stanley Kalita who
passed away 1 year ago. Vichnaya Yim Pamyat.

A priest, a minister and a rabbit go to
the blood bank to donate blood.
When the nurse asks them what
blood type they are, the priest
responds "A", the minister responds
"B", and the rabbit says "I think I am
a typo.”
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