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DIVINE LITURGY

First Antiphon
Shout to the Lord, all the earth, sing now to His name, give
glory to His praise.

All: Through the prayers of the Mother of God, O Saviour,
save us.

The voice of Your thunder was in the whirlwind; Your
lightning lit up the world.

All: Through the prayers of the Mother of God, O Saviour,
save us.

You have clothed Yourself in praise and splendour; You
robe Yourself in light as with a cloak.

All: Through the prayers of the Mother of God, O Saviour,
save us.

Glory... Now... Only-begotten Son...

Entrance Antiphon

Verse (soloist): Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount
Sion which cannot be moved.
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All (Troparion, Tone 7): You were transfigured on
the mount, O Christ God,* showing Your glory
to Your disciples as much as they could bear.*
Make Your eternal light shine* also on us who
are sinners,* through the prayers of the Mother
of God,* O Giver of Light, glory to You!

ABO: [lepeobpasuecs Tu Ha 2opi, Xpucme
boxce,* nokaszaswu y4yeHukam cqaasy Teoro
CKinbKu 3moeanu:* Hexall 3acife i Ham, epiluHUM,
ceimno Teoe noscakYdcHe,* moaumeamu
bozopooduuyi, Ceimnodasye, cnasa Tobi.

Verse: The mountains surround it, and the Lord
surrounds His people henceforth and forever.

All: You were transfigured...

Verse: Lord, who will stay in Your dwelling place,
or abide on Your holy mountain?

All: You were transfigured...

Verse: Who will ascend the Lord’s mountain, or
stand in His holy place?

All: You were transfigured...

Entrance

Verse (soloist): Lord, send forth Your light and
Your truth, these have guided and led me to
Your holy mountain.

Troparia and Kontakia

Troparion, Tone 7: You were transfigured on the
mount, O Christ God,* showing Your glory to
Your disciples as much as they could bear.*
Make Your eternal light shine* also on us who
are sinners,* through the prayers of the Mother
of God,* O Giver of Light, glory to You!

Tponap, nac 7: lepeobpasusca Tu Ha eopi,
Xpucme boxce,* nokasaswu y4YeHUKAM cnasy
Teoto cKinbKu 3moanu:* Hexali 3aciae i Ham,

1 your call and election sure: Believers are chosen and
called by God to be His own people in Christ (1 Pet 2:9).
This status is maintained and confirmed by living the faith
and attaining the virtues of gospel morality as outlined in
2 Pet 1:5-7). It is jeopardized, however, if one becomes re-
entangled in a life of sin (2:20-22). The danger is a matter
of real and crucial importance, i.e., it cannot be reduced to

2piHUM, ceimno  Teoe  noscaxk4yacHe,*
monumeamu bozopoduuyi, Ceimnodasuye, cnasa
Tobi)

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the
Holy Spirit, now and for ever and ever. Amen.

Kontakion, Tone 7: You were transfigured on the
mount, O Christ God,* and Your disciples saw
Your glory as much as they could;* that when
they saw You crucified* they might know that
You suffered willingly*, and might proclaim to
the world* that You are truly the brightness of
the Father.

Prokeimenon, Tone 4

All: How great are Your works, O Lord, You have
made all things in wisdom.

Verse (soloist): Bless the Lord, O my soul; O Lord,
my God, You are exceedingly great. (Psalm
103:24,1)

All: How great are Your works, O Lord, You have
made all things in wisdom.

Verse: How great are Your works, O Lord,
All: You have made all things in wisdom.

Epistle Reading

A reading from the Second Universal Epistle of
the holy Apostle Peter (2 Peter 1:10-19).

Brethren (brothers and sisters), be even more
diligent to make your call and election sure?, for
if you do these things, you will never stumble;
for so an entrance will be supplied to you
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom? of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

For this reason, | will not be negligent to remind
you always of these things, though you know
and are established in the present truth. Yes, |
think it is right, as long as | am in this tent3, to

a merely subjective or personal reassurance that one’s
salvation has already been eternally secured.

2the everlasting kingdom: Union with God in heaven is the
kingdom of God in its fullness and perfection (2 Tim 4:18).
3 in this tent: meaning, “in this body.” The image of a tent
signifies the temporary duration of our bodily life on earth.
For the saints, these tents are folded away at death and
give way to a permanent dwelling in resurrected bodies.



stir you up by reminding you, knowing that
shortly | must put off my tent, just as our Lord
Jesus Christ showed me*. Moreover, | will be
careful to ensure that you always have a
reminder of these things after my decease.

For we did not follow cunningly devised fables
when we made known to you the power and
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were
eyewitnesses® of His majesty. For He received
from God the Father honor and glory when such
a voice came to Him from the Excellent Glory:
“This is My beloved Son, in whom | am well
pleased.” And we heard this voice which came
from heaven when we were with Him on the
holy mountain®.

And so, we have the prophetic word confirmed,
which you do well to heed as a light that shines
in a dark place, until the day dawns’ and the
morning star® rises in your hearts.

CobopHozo [locnaHHa ce. anocmona [lempa
yumaHH#A (Mempo 1,10-19).

Bpatta (6bpatm i cectpu)!l Tum 6inble
CTapaWTecb YyTBEPAWUTM Balle MOKAMKAHHA i
BubpaHHA; 60 Te pobMBLIM, HIKOAM He
cnoTuKHeTteca. Takum 60 YMHOM LIMPOKO byae
BaM BigKpuTuit BXig, y BiuHe LlapcteBo locnoga
Haworo i Cnaca Icyca Xpucra. Ocb yomy A
noscsaKkyac abatmmy, Wob npuragysatv Bam L
peyi, Xod4 BM iX 3HAETEe W YyTBEpAXKEHi B
TenepiwHin npaBai. Beaxato 3a cnpasegnmee,

4 Christ showed me: Jesus warned Peter that he would die
as a martyr in old age (n 21:18-19). Now that Peter is an
elderly man writing in the early or mid-60s, he knows that
the end of his life is drawing near. Some think that Peter is
referring to a personal revelation from Christ that is not
recorded in the NT but concerns the timing of his death.

5 eyewitnesses: The apostles Peter, James, and John
accompanied Jesus on the mountain of Transfiguration
(Mt 17:1-8). Their testimony to Christ was therefore based
on the facts of history and firsthand experience, quite
unlike the imaginative tales spun by the false teachers
denounced in the letter (2 Pet 2:3). This past revelation of
Christ’s glory is considered a preview of the future
revelation of Christ’s glory at His Second Coming.

6 the holy mountain: Traditionally identified as Mount
Taber in lower Galilee. Perhaps an analogy is implied with
Mount Sinai, which was likewise sanctified or made holy

OOKW 51 B Lim Tini, po3byaxyBaTn Bac uUUmMMU
nonepearKyBaHHAMM, 3HAOUM, WO He3abapom
Tpeba Oyae MeHi MOKMHYTU TiNIO MOE, fAK i
focnoap Haw lcyc Xpuctoc meHi ue o6'sBuB.
byay, OoAHaK, Hamaratuca, Wob BM 3aBXAaM,
HaBiTb i N0 MOim Biaxoai, Tpumanu B nam'sTi Ui
pedi. He 3a 6ailkamu 60, XMTPO BUragaHHUMMK,
nayyam, ob'suanm mum Bam NOTyry W npuxig,
focnogn Haworo lcyca Xpucta, ane 6yBwu
HAaOYHMMKM CBigKamu WMoro Benudi. bo BiH
npuinHaB Big bora OTuAa YecTb i chasy, Koau A0
HbOrO MPWIALIOB TAaKUM FONOC Bif BEANYHOI
cnasu: «Lle milh cnH ntobuit, AKoro A Bnoaobas».
| el ronoc mMu Yyau, AK cxoams 3 Heba, KoaK Mu
6ynM 3 HMM Ha cBATiK ropi. | maemo we
CUAbHiWe npopoye cnoBo. Bu gobpe poburte,
BBaatO4YM HA HbOrO AK Ha CBITWUNbHUK, AKWUN
CBiTUTb Yy TEMHIM MicCli, a)K MNOKU MoYyHe
PO3BUAHATUCL, i PaHHA 30psA 3ilige B cepuax
BaLUMX.

Alleluia, Tone 8

verse: Yours are the heavens, and Yours the
earth. verse: Blessed are the people who know
the festal shout, they will walk in the light of
Your countenance, O Lord. (Psalm 88:12,16)

Gospel — Matthew 17:1-9

At that time, Jesus took Peter, James, and John
his brother, led them up on a high mountain by
themselves; and He was transfigured before

by the manifestation of God’s glory (Ex 3:1-5). In the
Scriptures, a high mountain is often a place of divine
revelation.

7 the day dawns: The eschatological “day of the Lord,” the
day when Christ returns in glory, and the kingdom of God
shall come in its fullness.

8 morning star: Writers in antiquity used this expression,
“morning star,” to refer to the planet Venus, which is often
visible in the morning sky just before daybreak. In addition,
the expression is probably an allusion to Num 24:17, where
the star that rises out of Jacob is seen in Jewish and
Christian tradition as a prophetic image of the Messiah
(Rev 22:16). Peter connects this with the return of Christ in
glory, an event that will dawn upon the world at the end
of history and bring joy to the heart of every believer who
is eagerly awaiting Him (Heb 9:28).



them?®. His face shone like the sun, and His
clothes became as white as the light. And
behold, Moses and Elijah!® appeared to them,
talking with Him. Then Peter answered and said
to Jesus, “Lord, itis good for us to be here; if You
wish, let us make here three tabernacles!: one
for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”

While he was still speaking, behold, a bright
cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a
voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is My
beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased. Listen
to Him!*?” And when the disciples heard it, they
fell on their faces!® and were greatly afraid. But
Jesus came and touched them and said, “Arise,
and do not be afraid.” When they had lifted up
their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.

Now as they came down from the mountain,
Jesus commanded them, saying, “Tell the vision
to no one until the Son of Man is risen from the
dead.”

€saHeenia - Mameli 17:1-9

B Toi yac y3aB Icyc MNeTpa, AKoBa Ta IBaHa, Moro
bpaTa, NoOBIB iX OKPEMO Ha BWUCOKY ropy i
nepeobpasueca nepes HUMKU: 0b6amyua 1ioro
CAAN0, Haye COHUE, a ogerKa ctana binoto, Haye
cBiTNO. | ocb 3'aBuanca im Moiicen Ta lnnsq, i 3
HUM po3moBaanu. O3Basca lNeTpo i Kaxe Ao
Icyca: «locnoan, pobpe Ham TyT O6yTmn! AK
XoyeL, 3p061t0 TYT TP HameTu: 0auH AN Tebe,
oanH ana Movices i oanH gns Innix». BiH rosopus
iLe, aXk OCb ACHA XMapa OropHyAa ix i 3 xmapu
6yno uyt ronoc: «Ue — minn ynrobneHmin CuH,
AKoro 3 Bnoaobas; oro cayxarte. MNoyyBLum K
Le, Y4Hi BNaauM nuuem [0 3emMAi i 319Kanucb
BeNbMMU. lcyc JKe niginwos, 4OTOPKHYBCS A0 HUX

9 He was transfigured before them: Jesus unveils His glory,
later made manifest in His Resurrection.

10 Moses and Elijah: Represent the testimony of the Law
and the Prophets. They are the only OT figures to hear
God’s voice atop of Mount Sinai, also called Mount Horeb
(Ex 24:18; 1 Kings 19:8-18). They witness to the surpassing
glory of Jesus as the Lawgiver and Prophet of the New
Covenant.

11 three tabernacles: Peter desires to prolong the heavenly
experience. The booths are small, tentlike shelters,

i Kaxke: «YcTaHbTe, i He GinTecal» MiggiBwm oui,
BOHM He 6aumnm Hikoro, Kpim camoro lIcyca.
Konan  cxogunu 3 ropwu, lcyc Hakasas im:
«Hikomy He po3nosiganTe Npo Le BUAIHHA, ax
nokn CMH YoN0BI4YNI HE BOCKPECHE 3 MEPTBUX.

Hymn to the Mother of God

Verse: O my soul, magnify the Lord transfigured
on the mountain.

Irmos, Tone 4: Your giving birth was revealed as
incorrupt; for it was God who came forth from
your womb; He appeared on earth in the flesh,
and made His dwelling among us. Thus, O
Mother of God, all of us magnify you.

Communion Hymn

We will walk in the light of Your face, O Lord,*
and rejoice in Your name forever.* Alleluia,
alleluia,* alleluia. (Psalm 88:16,17)

Alternate Ambo Prayer

Master Jesus Christ our God, lead us up the all-
holy mountain of love, just as You led Your chief
disciples up a high mountain. Open the eyes of our
minds to see indescribable beauty, just as You did
for Your apostles when You surrounded Your
bodily form with unexpected brightness, for You
revealed the radiance of Your Godhead through
Your flesh. Guide us also into higher things by Your
all-powerful right hand. You changed Your visible
form beyond our power of understanding; now
make our senses away of the might of Your
Lordship witnessed by Moses and Elijah. Give us
an unfailing memory of the voice of Your eternal
Father revealing You as His Beloved Son, so that,
putting Your commandments into action, we may

erected yearly at the Jewish Feast of Booths (Lev 23:39-
43). This liturgical feast became an early Church symbol of
the ongoing joys of heaven (df. Rev 7:9-10).

12 Beloved Son... Listen to Him: A similar proclamation was
made at Jesus’ baptism. The final statement, “listen to
Him,” evokes Deut 18:15. In context, God promises that a
prophet like Moses (Messiah) would come to Israel to be
heeded by His people.

13 fell on their faces: The posture of those overwhelmed
by God’s glory (Gen 17:3; Ezek 1:28; Rev 1:17).



shine forth among those worthy of Your immortal
kingdom, and seen in You the eternal Father, with
Whom You are blessed, together with Your all-
holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now and for ever
and ever.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BULLETIN BY EMAIL — if you wish to receive a
copy of the bulletin by email, please let us
know by calling the parish office or send your
email request to fr.babej@eeparchy.com.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY & BEST WISHES — to Pius
Wasyl Wirachowsky (3 yrs.), Marge O., and all
who have celebrated birthdays or anniversaries
this past week or will celebrate this upcoming
week. May God bless you with health,
happiness and peace! Mnohaya Lita!!!

SUN. AUG. 6: HOLY TRANSFIGURATION -
Today, Sunday, August 6, is the Feast of the
Transfiguration of Our Lord God and Saviour,
Jesus Christ. It is one of the twelve Major Feast
Days of the Liturgical Year. Blessing of fruit will
take place at the end of the Divine Liturgy,
followed by the veneration of the festal icon
and anointing with holy oil.

LITURGY INTENTIONS TODAY — The Divine
Liturgy will be offered today for: the needs and
intentions of all parishioners; for Ukraine and its
armed forces, for victory and an end to the war;
for the health and intentions of Sherry Fedyna,
for quick recovery to good health; for the
repose of the soul of the servant of God +Anna
Suliatytska (one year memorial).

PANAKHYDA — on the occasion of the first-year
memorial, a Panakhyda will be offered after the
Divine Liturgy today, for the repose of the soul
of the servant of God +Anna Suliatytska. May
her memory be eternal in God.

AUG 15: FEAST OF THE DORMITION OF THE
MOST-HOLY MOTHER OF GOD. Great Vespers
and Lytia will be celebrated on Monday, August
14th, at 7:00 pm. The Festal Divine Liturgy
(Bilingual) will be celebrated on Tuesday,

August 15, at 7:00 am and 7:00 pm. Blessing of
flowers at the end of the Liturgy, followed by
the veneration of the festal icon and anointing
with holy oil.

WEEKDAY DIVINE LITURGY - beginning in
September, Divine Liturgy will be celebrated at
7:00 am on Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays.

GREAT VESPERS — beginning September 9%,
Great Vespers will be celebrated on Saturdays
at 7:00 pm.

SEPT 10: PARISH FEAST DAY (PRAZNYK) — will
also be celebrated on Sunday, September 10,
with Festal Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am. Feast Day
Dinner will take place immediately after the
Liturgy, in the Parish Hall. Further information
will be provided in upcoming bulletins.

CATECHESIS FOR CHILDREN — The Program will
begin on Sunday, September 17. Registration
forms will be available next Sunday.

ADULT CATECHUMENATE — This is the program
of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church for
initiating adults into the Catholic Church. If
anyone is interested in becoming Catholic
through Baptism and/or Chrismation, please
contact Fr. Peter Babej at 780-993-8037 or
fr.babej@eeparchy.com.

SEPT 17: BLESSING OF STUDENTS, TEACHERS
AND CATECHISTS — will take place on Sunday,
September 17, at the end of the Divine Liturgy.

SEPT 21: BIBLE STUDY — Will take place on
Thursdays, beginning September 21, at 7:00 pm
(one hour). The first book of study is GENESIS.
The text and commentary that we will use as a
group is The Book of Genesis (Ignatius Catholic
Bible Series), by Curtis Mitch and Scott Hahn. To
register, please contact Fr. Peter Babej at
fr.babej@eeparchy.com or call the parish office.

LAY LEADERSHIP AND DIACONAL FORMATION
— Interested in learning more about God, your
faith, and the Church? The Eparchy of
Edmonton is pleased to announce Year | (of a
two-year program) of our Lay Leadership and
Diaconate Formation Program in collaboration
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with Newman Theological College starting
September 18, 2023. The Lay Leadership and
Diaconal Formation Program is intended to
provide opportunities for individuals to be
formed for ministry in their parish and learn
about their faith. Each course consists of 10
online sessions, spanning 5 weeks, requiring
some 4 hours of work per week (2 hours per
lesson). No exams. Cost of registration per
course $90.00 plus the cost of books. Sign up for
an online course (or two or three) or even work
towards a Certificate in Eastern Christian
Traditions at Newman Theological College.

For more information or to register, call the
Pastoral Centre at 780-424-5496, or visit
Newman.edu/CCS, eeparchy.com/?s=Lay+Leadership Or
contact Andrea Leader of Bernie Mandrusiak at:
andrea.leader@eeparchy.com or
bernadette.mandrusiak@eeparchy.com

Year 1 - Certificate in Eastern Christian
Traditions |

The Certificate in Eastern Christian Traditions |
provides an introduction to the rich tradition of
the Eastern Christian faith. Participants will
explore their faith through the study of the
Theology of Eastern Christianity, Worship and
Spirituality of the Eastern Catholic Churches and
the Holy Mysteries (Sacraments).

Courses:

e CCS-002 Scripture (Cycle 1 Sept. 18 — Oct. 22,
2023)

e CCS-046 The Theology of Eastern Christianity
Part I (Cycle 2 Oct. 30 — Dec. 3, 2023)

e CCS-047 The Theology of Eastern Christianity
Part Il (Cycle 3 Jan. 8 — Feb. 11, 2024)

e CCS-048 Worship and Spirituality of Eastern
Catholic Churches Part | (Cycle 4 Feb. 19 — Mar.
24,2024)

e CCS-090 Worship and Spirituality of Eastern
Catholic Churches Part Il (Cycle 5 Apr. 1 —May 5,
2024)

e CCS-050 The Holy Mysteries: An Introduction
(Cycle 6 May 13 — June 16, 2024)

Additional courses of interest:

e CCS-049 Praying with Icons - Cycle 6 (May 13 —
June 16, 2024)

OT'OJIOIEHHA

BICHUK ENEKTPOHHOKO MNOWTOK - sKwo
XTOCb 6akae oTpumaTt napadisNbHUN BiCHUK
€/IeKTPOHHOIO MOLUTOK MNPOCMMO 3BEpPHYTUCA
0o o. MNetpa Ha agpecy fr.babej@eeparchy.com.

MHOTAAl JIITA! — Cknagaemo Hanwmpiwi
nobarkaHHsA BCiM, XTO CBATKYE CBOI ypoauHM abo
piyHuLto cBoro Moapy:Kxsa. Hexan Mocnoap Bor
61aroc/0BUTb LLACTAM Ta 340POB’AM, HA MHOT i
6nari nital

CBATO NEPEOBPAXEHHAT.H.I.X. — CborogHi, 8
Heainto  6-ro  CcepnHaA, CBATKYEMO CBATO
MepeobpaxkeHHa [ocnoga Haworo Icyca
XpucTa, ogHe 3 12-0X BEIMKUX CBAT NiTYPriYHOro
poky. bnarocnoBeHHA ¢pyKTiB Ta 0OBOYIB, Ta
6.1arocNoBEHHA BipHUX CB. O/iEHD (MMPOBaHHSA),
BiabyaeTbca npu KiHui Ceatoi Jlitypril.

HAMIPEHHA — Cborogni, Cny»kba bBoa
BiANpaBMUTbCA: 3a 340pOB’A Ta iHTeHUil BCix
napadifaH; 3a YKpaiHy, yKpaiHCbKUI Hapig, Ta BCi
36poliHi cuam YKpaiHu, 3a WBMAKY nepemory
HajZ BOoporamu Ta KiHeub BiHW; 3a 340p0B’'A
Wepi ®egnHn; Ta 3a ynokin cayrmHi boxoi
+AHHU WynaTutcbKoi (neplwa piyHuuA).

NAHAXUOA — B nepuwy pivYHULIO, CbOrOAHI,
nicna Ceatoi Jlityprii, Bignpasntbca MMaHaxnaa
33 CnoKiM Aaywi cayrmHi boxoi  +AHHM
LWynaTtutcbkoi. Hexali BiuHa 6yae it nam’saTe.

CBATO YCMIHHA NPECBATOI BOroPoAuLl —
npMnNagacE y BiBTOPOK, 15-ro cepnHAa. BevipHAa 3
Jlutieto  BiANpaBuTbCcA B MNOHeAinokK, 14-ro
cepnHAa, o rog. 7:00 Beyopa. B geHb cBATa,
Cnykba boska BignpasuTbca o rog. 7:00 paHKy
Ta o rog. 7:00 Be4vopa. bnarocnoBeHHA KBITiB Ta
3inna, Ta 61aroc/NOBEHHS BIPHMX CB. OJi€lD
BiabyaeTbca nicna KoxHoi Cny»éu BoxKoi.

CNYXBA BOXA B BYAHI — nounHatoum y
BepecHi, Cny»kba Boxa BignpaBuTbcA O roa.
7:00 paHKy y yeTBep, N’'ATHULIO, Ta B Cy6OTY.
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BE/IMKA BEYIPHA — nounHatoum 9-ro BepecHs,
Bennka BeudipHsa (ABO-MOBHO) BignNpaBUTLCA
wo-cybotn, o roa. 7:00 Bevopa.

NAPA®IANIBHUNA NMPA3HUK — BinbyaeTbca B
Heginto, 10-ro BepecHAa. CeaTa Jlitypria o roa.
10:00 paHky, CninbHuit O6ig — nicna Cnyxkéwu
booi, o roa. 11:30 paHKy, B napadianbHin 3ani.

Oanbwi  iHpopmauii  6yaytb nogaHi B
HACTYMHOMY BiCHUKY.
KATEXM3ALIA ANA AITEM - [Mporpama

NnoYHeTbCA B Heainto, 17-ro BepecHs, nepeq
Cnyxboto boxoto. PeectpauiiiHi dopmn byayTo
roTOBi B HAaCTYMHY HeAinto.

KATEXYMEHAT VYIKLU — Le € nporpama YKL,
ANA NiAroTOBAEHHA AOPOCAMX KaHAMAaATiB Ao
XpeweHHa i MnponomasaHHA. AKWO XTOCb He
XpeweHnin i baxkae ctat yneHom YKpaiHCbKoi
peko-KaTtonumubKoi LlepkBu, NPOCMMO 3BEPHY-
TMca go o. MNetpa Ha Ten. 780-993-8037, abo
fr.oabej@eeparchy.

BJIATOC/IOBEHHA CTYAEHTIB TA BUMUTE/IB —
BiAbyneTbca B Hegino, 17-ro BepecHs, npwu
KiHui CeaToi NliTyprii.

BIBNINHA HAYKA — nouHeTbcs B yetsep, 21-ro
BepecHAa, o roa. 7:00 Beyopa. [porpama
BifOyBaTMMeETbCA WO YeTBepra, B aHIAINCLKIN
moBi. MNoyHemo HayKy 3 KHuroto bytra. LLo6
3apeecTpyBatuca abo B cnpasi iHPpopmaLii,
npocumo 3BepHyTUCA Ao o. MNetpa Ha Ten. 780-
993-8037 abo fr.babej@eeparchy.com.

Moses and Elijah

Moses on Mount Sinai had the audacity to ask God,
“Show me Your glory (Ex 33:18).” And God heard
his prayer; He granted this request to his friend.
The Lord God said to Moses,

“I will make all My goodness pass before you,
and will proclaim before you My name ‘The
Lord’... but He said, “You cannot see My face;
for man shall not see Me and live...’

“And the Lord said, ‘Behold, there is a place by
Me where you shall stand upon the rock; and

while My glory passes by, | will put you in a
cleft of the rock, and | will cover you with My
hand until | have passed by; then | will take
away My hand, and you shall see My back; but
My face shall not be seen.’

“And the Lord descended in the cloud and stood
with him there... The Lord passed before him,
and proclaimed, ‘The Lord the Lord, a God
merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and
abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness...””
(Ex 33:19-23; 34:5-6).
In this powerful experience, Moses was given the
grace to see God, but only from the back. At that
time, no one could not see the face of God and live.
That grace would be given in time.

To Moses, God revealed His glory, but not His
essence. God remained “ineffable, inconceivable,
invisible, incomprehensible, always existing and
ever the same” (Anaphora of St. John
Chrysostom). God is Mystery that cannot be
unveiled. Yet God, in His infinite mercy, revealed
Himself to Moses. In response, Moses fell to the
ground before the Lord.

The prophet Elijah was also granted a special
experience of God’s Presence at Mount Horeb
(Sinai). Elijah came to the holy mountain and
lodged there in a cave. It was there that the Lord
spoke to him and said, “Go forth and stand upon
the mount before the Lord” (1 Kings 19:11).

“And behold the Lord passed by, and a great and
strong wind rent the mountains, and broke in
pieces the rocks before the Lord, but the Lord
was not in the wind; and after the wind an
earthquake, but the Lord was not in the
earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but
the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire, a
still small voice. And when Elijah heard it, he
wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and
stood at the entrance of the cave. And behold,
there came a voice to him, and said, ‘What are
you doing here, Elijah?” (1 Kings 19:11-13).
On Mount Horeb (Sinai), God revealed Himself to
Elijah in a small voice, in still silence, in tenderness
and mercy.



Many years later, both Moses and Elijah are
reunited on a mountain, and they stand before the
Lord God incarnate, Jesus the Christ, the Son of
God, transfigured in glory. They appear before
Christ to bear witness to Him. Both prophets have
had a vision of God on mountain Horeb (Sinai),
and now they come to attest to the fact that Christ
is in truth God incarnate, the One who was foretold
by the Law and the Prophets. Moses represents the
Law of the Old Testament, while Elijah represents
all the Prophets.

In the Old Testament, God the Father spoke to His
chosen prophets, through His Son and in the Holy
Spirit. To Moses, He dictated the Law. Both the
Law and the writings of the Prophets find their
fulfillment in the person of Christ. Jesus said,
“Think not that I have come to abolish the Law and
the Prophets; | have come not to abolish them but
to fulfill them” (Mt 5:17).

Before His voluntary Passion, the Lord wanted to
show His disciples to what glory the cross, the
tomb, and the Resurrection were leading Him. The
transfiguration is both a real and a historical even
in the life of Jesus, and a prophetic vision of the
age to come, an announcement of His glorious
return.

At the transfiguration, all humanity gathers around
Christ Jesus. Those living on earth are represented
by the apostles Peter, James and John. Even though
heaven is still closed to the human race, all the
heavenly beings are represented by Elijah, who did
not experience death, but was taken up in a chariot
of fire. The souls of the righteous departed, held
captive in Hades and awaiting the coming of their
Saviour, are represented by Moses, who died on
Mount Nebo and joined his ancestors. At festal
Matins, we pray the following:

“O Master of Heaven,

And King of the earth,

You have power over Hades, O Christ!
The apostles beside you represent the earth,
Elijah the Tishbite came from heaven,

And Moses from the dead,

In order to sing to you in one voice...”
Canon of Matins, Ode 8, Troparion.

THIS WEEK AT DORMITION

SUNDAY, AUG. 6: FEAST OF THE HOLY TRANSFIGURATION
OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST.

10:00 AM - Divine Liturgy (Bilingual); for the needs and
intentions of all parishioners; for Ukraine and its Armed
Forces; for the health and intentions of Sherry Fedyna; for
health and intentions of Marge O.; for the repose of +Anna
Suliatytska (1-year memorial).

11:30 AM - Panakhyda; for the repose of +Anna
Suliatytska (1-year memorial).

Mon. Aug. 7: Ven. Martyr Dometius
No Divine Services.

Tues. Aug. 8: Confessor Emilian
No Divine Services.

Wed. Aug. 9: Apostle Matthias
No Divine Services.

Thurs. Aug. 10: Martyr and Archdeacon Lawrence
No Divine Services.

Fri. Aug. 11: Martyr Euplus
No Divine Services.

Sat. Aug. 12: Martyrs Photius & Anicetus
No Divine Services.

SUN. AUG. 13: 11™ SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

10:00 AM - Divine Liturgy (Bilingual); for the needs and
intentions of all parishioners; for Ukraine and its Armed
Forces; for the health and intentions of Vasylyna and
Jasmine Semchyshyn.

12:00 NOON - Baptism.

SACRAMENTAL MYSTERIES

Baptism & Chrismation — for infants and adults: by
arrangement in advance. Contact the pastor, Fr.
Peter Babej.

Marriage — please contact the pastor, Fr. Peter
Babej, to make an appointment for an interview at
least six months in advance.

Confession — half an hour before Divine Liturgy on
Sundays; after Great Vespers and Saturdays.

Anointing of the Sick — for healing and recovery, in
all cases of surgery and grave illness (spiritual or
physical), please call Fr. Peter Babej directly (in
emergency situations) or the parish office.



