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of God; the Holy Prophet Samuel (11th c. BC)

DIVINE LITURGY

Troparia and Kontakia

Troparion, Tone 3: Let the heavens be glad, let the earth
rejoice,* for the Lord has done a mighty deed with His
arm.* He trampled death by death. He became the first-
born of the dead;* He saved us from the abyss of Hades*
and granted great mercy to the world.

Troparion, Tone 1: In giving birth you retained your virginity,*
in falling asleep you did not abandon the world, O Mother
of God.* You passed into life, for you are the Mother of
Life,* and by your prayers* you deliver our souls from
death.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
now and for ever and ever. Amen.

Kontakion, Tone 2: The tomb and death could not hold the
Mother of God,* unceasing in her intercession and
unfailing hope of patronage,* for, as the Mother of Life,
she was transferred to life* by Him Who had dwelt in her
ever-virgin womb.
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Prokeimenon, Tone 3
Sing to our God, sing; sing to our King, sing.
Verse: Clap your hands, all you nations; shout
unto God with the voice of joy. (Psalm 46:7,2)

Epistle
1 Corinthians 15:1-11

A reading from the First Epistle of the Holy
Apostle Paul to the Corinthians.

Brethren (brothers and sisters), | declare to you
the gospel which | preached to you, which also
you received® and in which you stand, by which
also you are saved, if you hold fast that word
which | preached to you—unless you believe in
vain. For | delivered to you first of all that which
| also received:? that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures, and that He was
buried,®> and that He rose again the third day
according to the Scriptures,* and that He was
seen by Cephas,® then by the Twelve. After that

11 declare to you the gospel... which also you received:
This refers to the transmission of Scripture and oral and
liturgical tradition. A similar formula was used in rabbinical
schools for the transfer of Jewish tradition from teacher to
student from generation to generation.

2 For | delivered... which | also received: How had Paul
received his gospel? By direct experience with the Risen
Lord, confirmed by his interactions with the original
apostles and the whole Church. It isimpossible to decipher
what he learned where; in Paul’s mind, his gospel forms a
seamless whole. “To receive” designates the passing on of
tradition.

3 He was buried: This important detail sets the
Resurrection of Jesus over against His burial, indicating
that his tomb was empty on Easter morning. The rising of
Jesus from the grave is thus proclaimed as a physical and
bodily event; it involved much more than the resuscitation
of His corpse, but certainly nothing less than this. The
Resurrection is a miracle of history that cannot be reduced
to a metaphor for new life.

4 The Scriptures: Belief in a bodily resurrection can be
traced back to the Old Testament. Several passages affirm
that the Lord will raise the dead to live again (Isaiah 26:19;
Ezekiel 37:1-14; Daniel 12:2; 2 Maccabees 7:9). Jesus was
the first to benefit from these promises in advance of the
messianic people united to Him.

5 Appeared to Cephas: Jesus appeared alive to Peter (Lk
24:34) and the rest of the apostles on Easter Sunday. Paul

He was seen by over five hundred brethren® at
once, of whom the greater part, remain to the
present, but some have fallen asleep. After that
He was seen by James,” then by all the apostles.?
Then last of all He was seen by me also,® as by
one born out of due time.

For | am the least of the apostles, who am not
worthy to be called an apostle, because |
persecuted the Church of God. But by the grace
of God, | am what | am, and His grace toward me
was not in vain; but | laboured more abundantly
than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God
which was with me. Therefore, whether it was |
or they, so we preach and so you believed.

Anocmon
1 KopiHman 15:1-11

Jlo KopiHmAaH nepwe nOCAAHHA €8AMO20
anocmona llasaa YumaHHA.

BpaTu i cectpu: Mpuraayto Bam EBaHrenie, axke s
BaM MPOMoBiAyBaB, AKE BM 1 NPUAHSA/N, B AKIM i

catalogues a total of six appearances, most of which took
place within the 40-day interval between the Resurrection
and the Ascension. No mention is made to Christ’s
appearances to the holy women, possibly because a
woman could not give admissible legal testimony in Jewish
tradition.

6 More than five hundred: A public appearance of Jesus,
possibly a reference to Jesus’ appearance on a mountain
in Galilee and the Great Commission (Mt 28:16-20). For
Paul, such a large group of eyewitnesses adds to the
credibility of the Resurrection, especially since some were
still living and could verify the facts.

7 James: Known as “James the Lord’s brother” (Gal 1:19), a
kinsman of Jesus and the first appointed bishop of
Jerusalem. Only here is it stated in Scripture that Christ
appeared to him personally.

8 Apostles: Probably refers to a wider circle of disciples
than the “Twelve,” as is sometimes the case in the New
Testament.

9 He was seen by me also: Paul both saw the risen Christ
and received a missionary mandate from Him. His
encounter with the resurrected Jesus in visible glory was
unique compared with the other apostles, who saw Jesus
alive before His Ascension into heaven. Paul felt
undeserving of an apostolic mission in light of his former
hostility to the Church.



cToite. HMM BM TaKoX cnacaerecs, KoM
TPUMaETe MOro TakMm, AK A Bam NponoBsiayBas;
iHaKwWwe BW yBipyBanu Hagapmo. A 60 nepeaas
BaM Halneplue Te, WO M cam NpUNHAB OyB: LLO
Xpuctoc ymep 3a Hawi rpixm, 3rigHo 3
MucaHHAM, WO OYB NOXOBAHWM, WO BOCKPEC
TpeTboro AHsA 3a MucaHHaMm; Wwo 3’asmsca Knaoi,
noTiM ABaHaAUATbOM; onicna K 6inbw  AK
n’aTuctam 6patiB pasom, BiNbLIICTb AKMX Knse
1 poci, a aeaki nomepau; notim 3’asmBeca AKoBy,
3roflOM YyCiM anocTo/flaM; a HaOCTaHKy BCiX,
HEeMOB AKOMY HEeJOHOCKOBI, 3’ABMBCb i MeHi; 60
A HAaMMEHLWMWN 3 anocTonis, 8 He AOCTOMHWUI
3BaTUCb anoctonom, 60 nepecnigysas Liepksy
boKy. bnarogatTio BOXOK A € TUM, YMM A €, i
bnarogatb 1oro B MeHi He byna mapHa; 60X A
npaytoBaB binblie BCiX HMX, Ta He A, ane
6naropatb boxKa, WO 30 MHO. YK TO A, OTXKe,
YM TO BOHM, TaK MM MPOMOBIAYEMO, i TaK BU
yBipyBaau.

Alleluia, Tone 3

Verse: In You, O Lord, have | hoped that | may not
be put to shame for ever. Verse: Be a protector
unto me, O God, and a house of refuge to save
me. Verse: Rise up, O Lord, to the place of Your
rest, You and the ark of Your holiness.

Gospel
Matthew 19:16-26

At that time, a young man'® came to Jesus and
said to Him, “Good Teacher, what good thing

10 A young man: This man does not come to test Jesus, but
to seek advice from one he considers no more than a good
Teacher. Christ’s response does not deny that He is God
but is designed to lead the rich man to this knowledge.

11 To be perfect: One must willingly sacrifice all and follow
Christ. Nothing is gained unless this sacrifice is given freely.
The specifics of how one follows Christ will be different for
each person. Because wealth had such a grip on this rich
man, his only hope was to sell and give away all his
possessions. St. John Chrysostom tells us that giving away
possessions is the least of Christ’s instructions here;
following Him in all things is a far greater and more difficult
calling.

12 Easier for a camel: A parable of impossibility. Jesus thus
warns that extreme difficulties face the rich and threaten

shall | do that | may have eternal life?” So, He
said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one
is good but One, that is God. But if you want to
enter into life, keep the commandments. He
said to Him, “Which ones?”

Jesus said, “’You shall not murder,” ‘You shall
not commit adultery,” ‘You shall not steal,’ ‘You
shall not bear false witness,” ‘Honour your
father and your mother,” and, ‘You shall love
your neighbour as yourself.””

The young man said to Him, “All these things |
have kept from my youth. What do | still lack?”

Jesus said to him, “If you want to be perfect,*
go, sell what you have and give to the poor, and
you will have treasure in heaven; and come,
follow Me.”

But when the young man heart that saying, he
went away sorrowful, for he had great
possessions.

Then Jesus said to His disciples, “Assuredly, | say
to you that it is hard for a rich man to enter the
kingdom of heaven. And again, | say to you, it is
easier for a camel'? to go through the eye of a
needle’® than for a rich man to enter the
kingdom of God.”

When the disciples heard it, they were greatly
astonished, saying, “who then can be saved?”
But Jesus looked at them and said to them,
“With men this is impossible, but with God all
things are possible.”

their entrance into the kingdom. Only with God’s help can
the wealthy detach themselves from the love of money
and material possessions. The young man’s refusal to
embrace poverty proves Jesus’ point.

13Eye of a needle: Various interpretations have been
suggested for the impossible image of a camel going
through the eye of a needle: 1) the word was not camel
but “rope”; or 2) the eye of the needle was a city gate
through which a camel might barely squeeze if it were first
unloaded of all its baggage, symbolizing wealth. Even the
Talmud uses the expression “for an elephant to go through
the eye of a needle.” Whatever the phrase refers to, it
displays the impossibility of salvation for those who are
attached to riches. This is clearly evidence by the disciples’
response, “Who then can be saved?” Yet by God’s grace,
even what is impossible to man can come to pass.



€saHzenie - Mameli 19:16-26

B TOl yac ogHMH OHaK npucTynue Ao lcyca i
CKasaB: Yuutento pobpuin! Wo pobporo mato
YMHUTK, WOO MATU KUTTA BiYHE? Icyc cKasaB oo
Hboro: Yomy HasMBa€ewWw meHe Ao6pum? Hixto He
[o6pun, TinbKn oaHuH Bor. AK xoyew yBiATK B
KUTTA, AOLEPKYN 3anoBigen. - AKMX? - NUTae
moro. lcyc ke oo Hboro: He B6MBan, He YMHMU
nepentoby, He Kpagu, He CBigKYW Kpwuso,
noBaan 6aTbKa-maTip i 0bu 6ANKHBOIrO
TBOro, ik cebe camoro. Kaxe tOHaK 40 HbOrO:
Bce ue a 36epir iamanky. Yoro meHi we bpakye?
- AKWo xouew 6yTM [OCKOHaANWUM, cKa3as Icyc oo
HbOrO, Nigun, NPoAan, Wo Maew, Aai 6igHUMm, i
byaew matu ckapb Ha Hebi; noTim npuxoap i
nan 3a mHot. [ouyyBWM Ue C/NOBO, HOHAaK
BiZiiLOB CMYTHUI, MaB 60 BennKke maiHo. Toai
Icyc cKasaB A0 CBOiX Y4HIB: ICTUHHO KaKy Bam:
TpyaHo 6aratomy BBiMTM B LlapctBo HebecHe.
lwe Kaxy Bam: Jlerwe BepbaAoOBi NpoiTh
yepes BYLIKO B ro/li, HixX 6aratomy BBilTM B
Uapcteo borke. MouyBLM e, y4Hi 3aMBYyBaanCb
BE/NbMM | CKasanu: XTo X ToAi MoxKe 6yTu
CNAaceHHUN? Icyc TNAHYB Ha HUX MWIbHO i
moBuB: Y ntogen ue Hemoxameo. borosi - Bce
MOX/INBO.

Hymn to the Mother of God

Verse: Seeing the pure one’s falling asleep, angels
marvelled in wonder how the Virgin could
ascend from earth to heaven.

And the Irmos: O pure Virgin, in you are conquered
the bounds of nature,* for childbirth remains
virginal and death is betrothed to life.* Virgin
after childbearing and alive after death, O
Mother of God,* never cease to save your
inheritance.

Communion Hymn

Praise the Lord from the heavens;* praise Him
in the highest (Psalm 148:1).* | will take the
chalice of salvation;* and | will call upon the
name of the Lord (Psalm 115:13).* Alleluia,
alleluia,* alleluia.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BULLETIN BY EMAIL — if you wish to receive a
copy of the bulletin by email, please let us
know by calling the parish office or send your
request to fr.babej@eeparchy.com.

Dormition Parish

HAPPY BIRTHDAY & BEST WISHES — to Kyle
Wirachowsky, Svetlana Wirachowsky, Mark
Dashkewytch, Gregory Orysiuk, all who have
celebrated birthdays or anniversaries this past
week or will celebrate this upcoming week. May
God bless you with health, happiness and
peace! Mnohaya Lita!!!

MANY HAPPY YEARS — Congratulations and
best wishes to the Semchyshyn family, on the
occasion of the baptism and Christian Initiation
of Jasmine Semchyshyn last Sunday. May God
bless and grant many happy years!

MANY HAPPY YEARS - Congratulations and
best wishes to Harman Virk, who was initiated
into the Church through Baptism, Chrismation,
and the Most Holy Eucharist, on Wednesday,
August 17". May God bless and grant many
happy years!

CONFESSIONS — for the month of August,
before the Divine Liturgy on Sundays (9:00 —
9:50 am). Beginning in September, Confession
times will be as follows: Saturdays at 8:00 am,
and at 8:00 pm (after Vespers); Sundays at 9:15
am (before Divine Liturgy). Also, by request or
appointment.

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING — will take place this
Wednesday, August 23, 6:30 pm. Divine Liturgy
will be celebrated at 5:30 pm.

PHOTOCOPY MACHINE — our old machine is
obsolete and no longer serviceable. The cost to
replace it with a new or used machine is
approximately $2,500 dollars. Any donations to
offset the purchase cost would be greatly
appreciated!

FRI. SEPT 1: BEGINNING OF NEW LITURGICAL
YEAR — Divine Liturgy will be celebrated at 7:00
am and 7:00 pm.


mailto:fr.babej@eeparchy.com.

FRI. SEPT 8: FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF THE
THEOTOKOS (MAJOR FEAST). Great Vespers
and Lytia will be celebrated on Thursday,
September 7, at 7 pm. On the day of the feast,
Friday, September 8%, Divine Liturgy will be
celebrated at 7:00 am and 7:00 pm.

WEEKDAY DIVINE LITURGIES — beginning in
September, Divine Liturgy will be celebrated at
5:30 pm on Wednesdays; 7:00 am on Thursdays
and Fridays, and Saturdays at 9:00 am.

GREAT VESPERS — beginning September 9%,
Vespers will be celebrated on Saturdays at 7 pm.

SEPT 10: PARISH FEAST DAY (PRAZNYK) — will
be celebrated on Sunday, September 10, with
Festal Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am. Feast Day
Dinner will take place immediately after the
Liturgy, in the Parish Hall. Further information —
in next Sunday’s bulletin.

CATECHESIS FOR CHILDREN — The Program will
begin on Sunday, September 17. Registration
forms are available for pick-up today.

COFFEE SOCIAL — will resume on Sunday,
September 17, 2023.

PREPARATION FOR SOLEMN CONFESSION AND
HOLY COMMUNION — The Program will begin
on Saturday, January 13, 2024, from 1:00 pm to
3:00 pm. The program will continue every
Saturday, to March 23, inclusive. Registration
forms will be available on-line and for pick-up.

ADULT CATECHUMENATE — This is the program
of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church for the
initiation of adults into the Catholic Church,
specifically, the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic
Church. If anyone is interested in becoming
Catholic through Baptism and/or Chrismation,
please contact Fr. Peter Babej at 780-993-8037
or fr.babej@eeparchy.com.

SEPT 17: BLESSING OF STUDENTS, TEACHERS
AND CATECHISTS — will take place on Sunday,
September 17, at the end of the Divine Liturgy.

SEPT 21: BIBLE STUDY — Will take place on
Thursdays, beginning September 21, at 7:00 pm
(one hour). The first book of study is GENESIS.
The text and commentary that we will use as a

group is The Book of Genesis (Ignatius Catholic
Bible Series), by Curtis Mitch and Scott Hahn.
This resource can be ordered on line from
Ignatius Press (ignatius.com) or through
Amazon. To register, please contact Fr. Peter
Babej at fr.babej@eeparchy.com.

District Parishes

SEPT 17: CARVEL & MANLY: DIVINE LITURGY —
at St. Nicholas Parish in Carvel or St. George
Parish in Manly will be celebrated on the third
Sunday of the month, beginning Sunday,
September 17", The liturgy time is still to be
confirmed.

SEPT 17: BLESSING OF STUDENTS, TEACHERS
AND CATECHISTS — will take place on Sunday,
September 17, at the end of the Divine Liturgy
celebrated at St. Nicholas Parish in Carvel.

CHERHILL: DIVINE LITURGY — the annual Divine
Liturgy and blessing of graves at the cemetery
has been scheduled for Sunday, May 26, 2024.
The liturgy time is still to be determined.

DISTRICT MEETING — the next district meeting
of parish executives is tentatively scheduled for
Monday, September 25, 7:00 PM.

Eparchy of Edmonton

LAY LEADERSHIP AND DIACONAL FORMATION
— Interested in learning more about God, your
faith, and the Church? The Eparchy of
Edmonton is pleased to announce Year | (of a
two-year program) of our Lay Leadership and
Diaconate Formation Program in collaboration
with Newman Theological College starting
September 18, 2023. The Lay Leadership and
Diaconal Formation Program is intended to
provide opportunities for individuals to be
formed for ministry in their parish and learn
about their faith. Each course consists of 10
online sessions, spanning 5 weeks, requiring
some 4 hours of work per week (2 hours per
lesson). No exams. Cost of registration per
course $90.00 plus the cost of books. Sign up for
an online course (or two or three) or even work
towards a Certificate in Eastern Christian
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Traditions at Newman Theological College. For
more information or to register, call the
Pastoral Centre at 780-424-5496, or visit
Newman.edu/CCS, eeparchy.com/?s=Lay+Leadership Or
contact Andrea Leader of Bernie Mandrusiak at:
andrea.leader@eeparchy.com or
bernadette.mandrusiak@eeparchy.com

OroJIOIEHHA

BICHUK EJIEKTPOHHOKO NOWTOK — AKwo
XTOoCb 6aykae oTpumaTtn napadianbHUN BiCHMK
€/IeKTPOHHOIO MOLWTOK MPOCMMO 3BEpPHYTUCA
no o. MNetpa Ha agpecy fr.babej@eeparchy.com.

MHOrAA NITA! — Cknafaemo Hanwmpili
nobaxaHHAa Kain BipayoBcbkomy, CaiTnaHi
BipavoBcobKili, MapKosi [awkesuy, puropito
OpuCIoK, Ta BCiM, XTO CBATKYE CBOI ypoauHu abo
piuHMuto ceoro Moapy:xa. Hexalt focnogb bor
6/1arocN0BUTD LLACTAM Ta 340POB’AM, HAa MHOT i
6nari nita!

CBATA CNOBIAb — B Hegajnto, nepen Cny»kboto
boxoto, Big rog. 9:00 go 9:50 paHKy. Big
BepecHs: B Heainto, nepen Cnyxboto borKoto; B
cyboty, o roa. 8:00 paHKy Ta o roa,. 8:00 Bevopa.

CXOAUHMU  NAPA®IANIBHOI  PAOU -
BifOyayTbCA B cepeay, 23-ro cepnHsa, orog,. 6:30
Beyopa, B napadianbHin 3ani. Cnyxba boxa
BiANpaBsMTbLCA B Xpami o roa. 5:30 n.n.

®OTOKOMIANBHUMA AMNAPAT — noTpebyemo
HOBMI anapaTt ana napadianbHOi KaHuenAapii.
Kowt: npubansHo $2,500 ponapis. Linpo
OAKYEMO 32 BCi MOXKEPTBU B LLbOMY HAaMipEHHi.

1 BEPECHA: HOBWUI JIITYPTIYHUN PIK — 8 wio
nepwy n’ATHMLIO micaus, 1-ro BepecHs, Cny»xba
borka Bignpasuntbca o rog. 7:00 paHKy Ta O roa.
7:00 Bevopa.

8 BEPECHA: P131BO NPECBATOI BOrOPOAMLI|.
BeuipHa 3 JluTieto BignpaBMTbCa B YeTBep, 7-ro
BepecHs, o roa. 7:00 Beyopa. B aeHb cBATa, B
n’'aTHuulo, 8-ro BepecHs, Cnyxba boxka
BignpasunTbca o roa. 7:00 paHky, Ta o rog. 7:00
Beyopa.

CNYXBA BOXA B BYAHI — nouunHawouu y
BepecHi, Cnyxba borka BignpaBuTbcs O roa.
7:00 paHKy y yeTBep, N'ATHULLO, Ta O roa. 9:00
paHKy B cyborTy.

BE/IUMKA BEYIPHA — nounHatoum 9-ro BepecHs,
Benvka BeuipHa (4BO-MOBHO) BiANpPaBUTbCA
wo-cybotmn, o rog. 7:00 Bevopa.

NAPA®IANBHUIA NPA3HUK — BigbyseTbca B
Heginto, 10-ro BepecHA. CeAaTa JliTypria o roa.
10:00 paHky, CninbHuie O6ig, — nicna Cnyx6wm
booi, o roa. 11:30 paHKy, B napadianbHii 3ani.

KATEXM3ALIA ANA AITEM — Mporpama
NnoyHeTbCcA B Hepginto, 17-ro BepecHa, nepea
Cnyxboto boxkoto. PeectpauinHi ¢opmm — y
NPUTBOPI A0 Xpamy.

KABA TA CMIIKYBAHHSA — nichsa Cny»x6u boxoi,
B napadisanbHiit 3ani, WO HeAini, NnoYMHatouM B
Heainto, 17-ro BepecHs.

NIATOTOBKA A0 MEPLWIOI CB. CNoBIAl —
noyHeTtbca B cyboty, 14-ro ciyns, Big 1:00 oo
3:00rog. n.n. BiaTak, wo cybotn no 23 6epeshs.
Hanbwi iHbopmauii byayTe nogaHi y BiCHWMKY
abo Ha Hawomy BebcalTi.

KATEXYMEHAT YTKL, — Lle € nporpama YIKL,
ANA NiAroToBAEHHA O0POCAMX KaHOMAATiB [0
TalH XpeleHHs, MwuponomasaHHA Ta
€BxapucTii. AKLLO XTOCb He XpeLeHnit i baxKae
CTaTW YneHom YKpaiHCbKOi peKko-KaTonunubKoi
Llepksu, npocMmo 3BepHyTUCA A0 0. MNeTpa Ha
TenedoH 780-993-8037, abo uepes eneKTpPoHHY
nowrty, fr.babej@eeparchy.com.

BJIATOC/TOBEHHA CTYAEHTIB TA BYMUTENIB —
Binbyaetbca B Heginto, 17-ro BepecHs, npu
KiHui CsaToi JliTyprii.

BIBNIMHA HAYKA — noyHeTbcs B yetsep, 21-ro
BepecHA, o roa. 7:00 Beyopa. [porpama
BigOyBaTMMETbCA WO YeTBepra, B aHININCHKiM
moBi. MNoyHemo HayKy 3 KHuroto bytra. LLlo6
3apeecTpyBatuca abo B cnpasi iHpopmaLii,
NpPOCUMO 3BepHyTUCA A0 o. lNeTpa Ha Ten. 780-
993-8037 abo fr.babej@eeparchy.com.
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Jesus and the Rich Young Man
Fr. Phillip LeMasters

We all need a good wake-up call from time to
time. It is easy to shut our eyes to the truth and to
become blind to what is actually going on in our
lives. On the question of where we stand in
relation to God, it sometimes takes a real shock to
wake us up. And once our eyes are opened a bit to
truths we do not particularly like, we have to be
careful not to run away in shame and despair.

The rich young ruler in today’s gospel text had
apparently fallen into the illusion that he had
perfectly obeyed God’s requirements. He must
have had a very superficial understanding of them,
of course, to say that he had already mastered
them. We know from Christ’s interpretation of the
commandments in the Sermon on the Mount that
they call us to be perfect as our Heavenly Father is
perfect. And who can claim to have achieved
that? The Lord shocked this fellow out of his
illusions of holiness by giving him a
commandment that he would find impossibly hard
to obey. “Sell what you possess and give to the
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and
come, follow me.” The Savior gave him this test
because the man loved his wealth so much. He
went away in sorrow because his eyes had been
opened to how he was devoted more to himself and
his money than to God and his neighbors. The
Lord did not condemn him, but told the surprised
disciples that “with God all things are possible,”
even the salvation of someone so strongly tempted
to the idolatry of wealth.

St. Paul had something in common with the
superficial righteousness of the rich young ruler,
for he had been a Pharisee who had persecuted the
Church. He had been an expert in the kind of self-
righteous, hypocritical legalism that Christ so
clearly rejected. The Lord opened his eyes to the
truth by blinding him on the road to Damascus, and
He then empowered Paul for a ministry no one
could have anticipated for a former Pharisee as the
apostle to the Gentiles. The Lord had made Paul an
apostle by miraculously appearing to him, even
though Paul knew that he in no way deserved such

a high honor. Indeed, he referred to himself as the
chief of sinners (1 Tim. 1:15). But instead of being
paralyzed by shame, Paul accepted that “by the
grace of God | am what I am, and His grace toward
me was not in vain.” He knew that whatever he
accomplished was not somehow his own
achievement, but the grace of God working
through him.

St. Paul recognized that the grace he had received
was not something he had earned or deserved in
any way. Grace is a divine energy of our Lord; it
is His healing mercy that we receive through faith,
repentance, and love. To receive grace is to share
in His life as much as is possible for human
beings. When we think of our salvation in those
terms, the focus moves from what we can
accomplish by our own power and toward what our
Lord is doing through us. Of course, we must
cooperate with His gracious presence in our lives,
but we must never fall into the fantasy of thinking
that the healing of our souls is simply or even
primarily about what we can accomplish by trying
really hard according to our own designs.

St. Paul learned that decisively when the Lord
appeared to him in blinding light on the road to
Damascus. How could he have taken credit for
such a miracle? And Paul must have wondered
often how he had been blessed to move from being
a persecutor of the Church to one of its greatest
leaders. In today’s epistle lesson, he reminds us to
have the humility to accept the reality of our lives
as he did. “But by the grace of God I am what I
am” writes Paul. He knew that his life in Christ
was not a reward for perfect behavior, but a sign of
the Lord’s great mercy even for the chief of
sinners. Perhaps that is why, unlike the rich young
ruler, Paul did not go away in sorrow when he
recognized the weakness and brokenness of his
soul. Instead, he used this awareness to open
himself in humility to the Lord Who died and rose
again in order to save people who could not save
themselves.

If we pay attention at all to the prayers, services,
teachings, and readings of the Church, we will
know that we are nowhere near mastering what
God requires of us. Our vocation to holiness is



infinite, for we are called to become radiant with
the transforming energies of our Lord, shining like
an iron left in the fire of the divine glory. And
since the fullness of that transformation means
being perfect as our Heavenly Father is perfect, this
is obviously not a goal that we can ever say that we
have met. Whenever we need a guard against self-
righteousness, we do not have to look very hard in
order to find it.

Many of us, however, do not struggle so much with
self-righteousness as with despair. When we hear
such high descriptions of a holy life or learn about
the good example of the Saints, we may be
overcome with shame at the brokenness of our
lives and with a sense of hopelessness that we
could ever become pleasing to God. We may
become just like the rich young ruler who could not
accept the severe tension between Christ’s
command and his own desires and habits.

To do so reflects a subtle form of pride, for shame
is essentially the hurt pride of not being able to get
over ourselves. It is a form of distorted self-love
that cannot humbly accept that we all stand in
constant need of the Lord’s mercy as the chief of
sinners. It is a refusal to forgive ourselves for not
being perfect on our own terms. It is the obsession
of judging ourselves by our own standards. And
since the focus remains squarely upon us and not
on Christ, it is not surprising that this kind of shame
leads to despair. As long as we are paralyzed by
self-love, we will never open ourselves to the
healing mercies of our Lord. And there is no way
that we can conquer the power of sin and death in
our lives by our own ability.

St. Paul shows us a far better way to respond to our
deep regret about our sins and personal
brokenness. If anyone had reason to despair of
finding healing in Christ, it would have been this
former Pharisee and persecutor of the Church. But
instead of judging himself by his own standards,
Paul used the awareness of his grave sins to open
himself to receive the unfathomable mercy of the
Lord, which extended even to the likes of him. He
gave up self-righteous illusions about making
himself worthy and instead relied on the mercy of
the One at work through him.

“With God, all things are possible,” even for
someone like St. Paul to become radiant with
holiness by grace. The same is true for the rich
young rulers of the world, for those who have had
their illusions of perfection shattered, and for those
who cannot imagine how God’s mercy could ever
extend to them. To become like Paul, we must
crucify our shame and despair, confessing with that
“it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in
me” (Gal. 2:20). That is really the only way to get
over ourselves and in humility to become
participants in His great victory over sin and
death. If we choose obsession with our own
failures instead of humble faith in the Lord’s
mercy, we turn away from the healing of our souls
that the Savior extends to those who come to Him
with faith, repentance, and love. How tragic it
would be for us to reject Him out of the wounded
pride that is our shame. How truly blessed it is to
say with Paul that “by the grace of God | am what
[ am,” even as we trust in the divine mercy that we
definitely do not deserve. That is the only way not
to walk away in sorrow when we see the truth of
where we stand before the Lord.

THIS WEEK

SUNDAY, AUG. 20: 12™ SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; Holy
Prophet Samuel.

10:00 AM - Divine Liturgy (Bilingual); for all parishioners;
for the health and intentions of the Hrubizna family.

Mon. Aug. 21: Apostle Thaddeus; Woman-Martyr Bassa
No Divine Services.

Tues. Aug. 22: Martyrs Agathonicus, Severian, & Others
No Divine Services.

Wed. Aug. 23: Martyr Lupus; Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons
5:30 PM — Divine Liturgy.

6:30 PM — Parish Council Meeting (Parish Hall).

Thurs. Aug. 24: Hieromartyr Eutyches

No Divine Services.

Fri. Aug. 25: Apostle Titus
No Divine Services.

Sat. Aug. 26: Martyrs Adrian and Natalia
No Divine Services.




