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Sunday, May 12, 2024 

HOLY FATHERS OF THE 
FIRST COUNCIL IN NICAEA 

Post-feast of the Ascension. Our Holy Father 

Epiphanius, Bishop of Cyprus (403). Germanus, 

Patriarch of Constantinople (733) 

.= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

DIVINE LITURGY 

First Antiphon 

Clap your hands, all you nations;* shout to 
God with the voice of joy. 

Through the prayers of the Mother of God, 
O Saviour, save, us. 

For the Lord most high is awesome,* a great 
king of all the earth. 

Through the prayers of the Mother of God… 
He has subdued peoples to us,* and nations 
under our feet. 

Through the prayers of the Mother of God… 

God ascended amid shouts of joy;* the Lord 
at the sound of the trumpet. 

Through the prayers of the Mother of God… 

Успіння 
Пресвятої 
Богородиці 
Українська Греко-
Католицька Церква 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Telephone: 780-489-8868 

Address: 15608 104 Avenue, 
Edmonton, Alberta 

Email: dormition.edm@gmail.com 
Website: dormition.eeparchy.com 

CLERGY 

Pastor: Rev. Fr. Peter Babej 
Email: fr.babej@eeparchy.com 
Emergencies: 780-993-8037 

DIVINE SERVICES 
Sundays: 

9:30 AM – Div. Liturgy (English [Ukr]) 
11:30 AM – Div. Liturgy (Ukrainian) 

Saturdays: 

9:00 AM – Div. Liturgy 
6:00 PM – Great Vespers 

Weekdays 

Wednesdays, 5:30 pm – Div. Liturgy 
Thursdays, 7:00 am – Div. Liturgy 
Fridays, 7:00 am – Div. Liturgy 

CONFESSIONS 

Sundays:  8:30 AM to 9:15 AM 
Saturday: 7:00 PM. Upon Request. 
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Third Antiphon 

Come, let us sing joyfully to the Lord,* let us 
acclaim God, our Saviour. 

Son of God, who ascended in glory,* save us 
who sing to You: Alleluia. 

Let us come before His face with praise,* and 
acclaim Him in psalms. 

Son of God, who ascended in glory… 

For God is the great Lord,* the great king over 
all the earth. 

Son of God, who ascended in glory… 

Entrance 

Come, let us worship* and fall down before 
Christ. 

Son of God, who ascended in glory,* save us 
who sing to You: Alleluia. 

Troparia & Kontakia 

Troparion, Tone 4: You ascended in glory, O 
Christ our God,* giving joy to Your disciples 
by the promise of the Holy Spirit,* and 
assuring them through your blessing* that 
You are the Son of God,* the Redeemer of the 
world. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 
the Holy Spirit,* now and for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Kontakion, Tone 8: The apostles’ preaching and 
the Fathers’ doctrine* confirmed the 

 
1 Pentecost: A religious festival held in Jerusalem 50 days 
after Passover. Pilgrims came to dedicate the first loaves of 
bread made from the spring wheat harvest. Paul’s desire to 
arrive in time for the feast may be linked with the collection 
of money he had taken up among the Gentiles for the poor 
saints in Jerusalem (Rom 15:25–28). Delivering this gift at the 
feast would have symbolized the initial harvest reaped 
among the nations by his gospel. 
2 Overseers: The Greek term here suggests that the Ephesian 
leaders are “bishops” appointed to succeed the apostles and 
“elders” (literally who shepherd the local Church only 
(20:17). Because ecclesiastical titles were not yet 
standardized, some degree of fluidity is evidenced in their NT 

Church’s one faith,* and wearing the 
garment of truth* woven from theology that 
descends from on high,* she rightly imparts* 
the mystery of godliness* and sings its glory. 

Prokeimenon, Tone 4 

Blessed are You, Lord God of our fathers, and 
praised and glorified is Your Name forever. 
Verse: For You are righteous in everything that 
You have done to us. 

Epistle (Acts 20:16-18, 28-36) 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

In those days, Paul had decided to sail past 
Ephesus, so that he might not have to spend 
time in Asia; he was eager to be in Jerusalem, 
if possible, on the day of Pentecost.1 From 
Miletus he sent a message to Ephesus, asking 
the elders of the church to meet him. When 
they came to him, he said to them: "Keep 
watch over yourselves and over all the flock, 
of which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers2, to shepherd the Church of God 
that He obtained with the Blood of His own 
Son. I know that after I have gone, savage 
wolves3 will come in among you, not sparing 
the flock. Some even from your own group 
will come distorting the truth in order to 
entice the disciples to follow them. Therefore 
be alert, remembering that for three years4 I 
did not cease night or day to warn everyone 

usage. The Church of the Lord: The better reading is: “the 
Church of God” with his own blood: This translation asserts 
both the divinity (his = God) and humanity (blood) of Jesus. 
Others translate it: “with the blood of his Own.” This changes 
the sense of the passage, saying that the Father (his = God) 
obtained the Church through the redeeming death (blood) 
of the Son (his Own). 
3 Savage wolves: False teachers, who invariably attacked the 
Ephesian flock in later years. 
4 Three years: The approximate duration of Paul`s ministry 
in Ephesus. 
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with tears. And now I commend you to God 
and to the message of His grace, a message 
that is able to build you up and to give you 
the inheritance among all who are sanctified. 
I coveted no one’s silver or gold or clothing. 
You know for yourselves that I worked with 
my own hands5 to support myself and my 
companions. In all this I have given you an 
example that by such work we must support 
the weak, remembering the words of the 
Lord Jesus, for He Himself said, ‘It is more 
blessed6 to give than to receive.’” When he 
had finished speaking, he knelt down7 with 
them all and prayed. 

Alleluia, Tone 1 

Verse 1: Look upon me and have mercy. Verse 2: 

Direct my steps according to Your word. 

Gospel (John 17:1-13) 

At that time Jesus looked up to heaven and 
said,8 “Father, the hour has come; glorify 
Your Son so that the Son may glorify You, 
since You have given Him authority over all 
people, to give eternal life9 to all whom You 
have given Him. And this is eternal life, that 
they may know You, the only true God, and 

 
5 I worked with my own hands: Paul often refused stipends 
from local Churches, preferring instead to support himself 
with income earned as a tentmaker. He wanted at all costs 
to make his gospel free of charge. 
6 It is more blessed: This saying of Jesus is not recorded in 
the four Gospels but was passed down by the apostles in the 
form of oral tradition. The Gospels themselves give us only 
selections from this tradition, which was far too brad and 
detailed for anyone to make an exhaustive record of it in 
writing. 
7 knelt down: A traditional prayer posture. Kneeling 
illustrates the proper relation between God and his servants, 
who express the submission of their hearts through the 
lowering of their bodies. Other prayer postures stemming 
from Jewish practice including raising the hands and 
standing. 
8 The high priestly prayer of Jesus, who turns attention from 
his disciples (chaps. 13–16) to his heavenly Father (chap. 17). 

Jesus Christ whom You have sent. I glorified 
You on earth by finishing the work that You 
gave Me to do. So now, Father, glorify Me in 
Your own presence with the glory that I had 
in Your presence before the world existed. I 
have made Your Name known to those whom 
You gave Me from the world. They were 
Yours, and You gave them to Me, and they 
have kept Your word. Now they know that 
everything You have given Me is from You; 
for the words that You gave to Me I have 
given to them, and they have received them 
and know in truth that I came from You; and 
they have believed that You sent Me. I am 
asking on their behalf; I am not asking on 
behalf of the world, but on behalf of those 
whom You gave Me, because they are Yours. 
All Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine; and I 
have been glorified in them.“And now I am no 
longer in the world, but they are in the world, 
and I am coming to You. Holy Father, protect 
them in Your Name that You have given Me, 
so that they may be one, as We are One. 
While I was with them, I protected them in 
Your name that You have given me. I guarded 
them, and not one of them was lost except 
the one destined to be lost, so that the 

The prayer has three parts: Jesus offers up his approaching 
sacrifice to the Father (17:1–5), pleads for the preservation 
of his disciples (17:6–19), and prays for the unity of the 
universal Church (17:20–26). This is the longest extended 
prayer recorded in the Gospels. 
9 eternal life: To possess life is to know the living God in his 
triune glory. Although this knowledge has a cognitive and 
intellectual dimension, it also includes a relational bond of 
love, friendship, and communion with God that grows 
steadily until our union with him is complete in heaven (Eph 
1:17; 1 Jn 4:7). ● Personal knowledge of God is a sign of the 
New Covenant, according to Jer 31:33–34. the only true God: 
The NT doctrine that God is a Trinity is built on the OT 
doctrine that Yahweh alone is God (Deut 6:4; 32:39). This 
ancient belief, held dear both in Israel and in the Church, 
stands in sharp contrast to the pagan notion that many gods 
exist and deserve our recognition (Ex 20:3–6; Is 43:10; 1 Cor 
8:5–6). 
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Scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am 
coming to You, and I speak these things in the 
world so that they may have My joy made 
complete in themselves. 

Hymn to the Mother of God 

Verse: O my soul, magnify the Lord who in 
glory ascended bodily into the heavens. 
Irmos: O Mother of God,* you transcended 
both mind and word,* and in time, ineffably 
bore the Timeless One:* it is you who, with 
one accord,* we, the faithful, magnify. 

Communion Hymn 

Praise the Lord from the heavens;* praise 
Him in the highest. (Psalm 148:1)* Rejoice in 
the Lord, O you just;* praise befits the 
righteous. (Psalm 32:1); Their utterance has 
gone forth into all the earth,* and their word 
unto the ends of the world (Psalm 18:5)* 
Alleluia, alleluia,* alleluia. 
Instead of “We have seen the true light” and 
“Let our mouths be filled” we sing: Be 
exalted, O God, above the heavens, above all 
the earth be Your glory. 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
READERS 

Sunday, May 12 (Holy Fathers) 

9:30 am (English [Ukr]) – Wayne Kachur 
11:30 am (Ukrainian) – Yaroslav Boiko 

Sunday, May 19 (Pentecost Sunday) 
9:30 am (English [Ukr]) – Theodosia Sych 
11:30 am (Ukrainian) – Olya Kharabara 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BULLETIN BY EMAIL – if you wish to receive a 
copy of the bulletin by email, please let us 
know by calling the parish office or send your 
request to fr.babej@eeparchy.com. 

DORMITION PARISH 

BEST WISHES – Birthday blessings and best 
wishes to Dobr. Donna Babej, Jean Miskew, 
Olena Sych, and to all who celebrate their 
birthdays or anniversaries. May God bless 
you with health, happiness and peace! 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY – Our sincerest 
gratitude to all mothers, grandmothers, 
guardian and foster mothers, godmothers 
and to all who fulfill the role of a mother. May 
God bless you and may the light of His face 
shine upon you! MANY HAPPY YEARS!!! 
Our prayers today are also offered today in 
remembrance of mothers and mother figures 
who have fallen asleep in the Lord. 

SINCEREST THANKS – to all volunteers who 
came out yesterday (Saturday, May 11) to 
assist with spring cleaning. May God bless! 

NO COFFEE SOCIAL – No Coffee Social today 
(Mother’s Day) and next Sunday (Pentecost 
Sunday and long-weekend). 

CATECHISM PROGRAM – Our last catechism 
classes for children and youth took place last 
Sunday, May 5th, 2024. We will take a break 
for the summer and will resume regular 
Sunday classes on Sunday, Sept. 8th, 2024.  

BIBLE STUDY – this Wednesday, May 15, at 
6:45 pm (after the 5:30 pm Divine Liturgy). 

MOLEBEN TO MARY – will be celebrated on 
Thursday, May 16, at 6:30 pm. 

YOUTH FROM STS. PETER AND PAUL PARISH 
IN SASKATOON – Next weekend, we will be 
hosting a group of youth (Altar Servers and 
Children of Mary) from St. Peter and Paul 
Parish in Saskatoon. They will visit Dormition 
Parish on Saturday evening for Moleben and 
Supper, and they will join us for the 9:30 am 
Divine Liturgy on Pentecost Sunday! 

mailto:fr.babej@eeparchy.com.
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SATURDAY, MAY 18 – NO VESPERS AT 6:00 
PM. Instead, we will celebrate the Moleben 
to the Mother of God at 5:00 pm, followed 
by supper for our guests from Saskatoon. 
After supper, a “Games Night” for youth from 
various parishes will take place at St. Nicholas 
Parish, 9507 Austin O’Brien Road.) 

GAMES NIGHT FOR YOUTH – An inter-parish 
“Games Night” for youth ages 8-15 will take 
place at St. Nicholas Parish (9507 Austin 
O’Brien Road) on Saturday, May 18th, at 7:00 
pm. Our youth guests from Saskatoon will be 
joining us. All are welcome! For further 
information, please contact Fr. Peter at 780-
489-8868 or fr.babej@eeparchy.com. 

FEAST OF PENTECOST – The Descent of the 
Holy Spirit on the Church will be celebrated 
on Sunday, May 19, 2024. On this feast, two 
collections will take place: the first – for the 
needs of Dormition Parish; the second – an 
eparchial collection for the Missionary 
Church in the World.” 

EPARCHIAL PENTECOST COLLECTION – The 
Annual “Aid to the Missionary Church in the 
World” collection is taken up throughout the 
Eparchy of Edmonton on Pentecost Sunday, 
May 19, 2024. This annual Eparchial 
collection supports the following 
charities:  Peter’s Pence (Pope’s Pastoral 
Works or Papal Charities), World Mission 
Fund, Collection for the Holy Land, Catholic 
Near East Welfare Association, and Aid to the 
Church in Ukraine. 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – will take place 
on Wednesday, May 22, at 6:45 pm.  

MEN’S NIGHT – The next Men’s Night is 
scheduled to take place this Friday, May 24, 
at 7:00 pm. THEME: “Be A Man – Becoming 
the Man God Created You to Be” a book 
written by Fr. Larry Richards. Fr. Larry is a 
popular, captivating preacher and a favorite 

speaker at men’s conferences. He is a pastor 
of an inner-city parish in Erie, Pennsylvania. 
He also hosts his own daily national radio 
show on Relevant Radio. Justin Tamsett will 
provide a presentation on the book, and we 
will watch a video recording of one of Fr. 
Larry’s talks at a men’s conference. If you are 
planning to attend, please send an email of 
confirmation to Fr. Peter Babej at 
fr.babej@eeparchy.com 

FOOD BANK DRIVE – In response to this 
urgent need, let all of us be generous in 
donation food to those who are in need of 
assistance. The following is a list of 
suggestions. Please leave your donations in 
the designated box in the church vestibule: 

• Canned beans without pork 
• Canned fish, meat, milk, stew, soups 
• Canned fruit, vegetables, beans 
• Dry cereals, beans, lentils, pasta, rice 
• Baby formula, baby food, diapers 
• Peanut butter (500g), jams 
• Healthy school snacks 
• Pasta & canned pasta sauce 
• Cookies, crackers, packaged meals 
• Coffee, tea, hot chocolate, flour, oil 
• Salad dressings, ketchup mustard, pickles 
• Toothpaste, toilet paper, bar soap 
• Bath wash, razors, deodorant, dish soap. 

NOTE: If you wish to make a monetary 
donation, cheques can be sent to: Edmonton 
Food Bank, P.O. Box 62061, Edmonton AB, 
T5M 4B5. 

EPARCHY AND COMMUNITY 

LAY LEADERSHIP AND DIACONATE 
FORMATION PROGRAM – Interested in 
learning more about God, your faith, and the 
Church?  The Eparchy of Edmonton is pleased 
to announce Year I (of a two-year program) of 
our Lay Leadership and Diaconate Formation 

mailto:fr.babej@eeparchy.com
https://goo.gl/maps/f1juDbCTEbN2
https://goo.gl/maps/f1juDbCTEbN2
https://goo.gl/maps/f1juDbCTEbN2
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Program in collaboration with Newman 
Theological College starting in September 
2024. Each course consists of 10 online 
sessions, spanning 5 weeks, requiring some 4 
hours of work per week (2 hours per 
lesson).  No exams.  Cost of registration per 
course $90.00 plus the cost of books. Sign up 
for an online course (or two or three) or even 
work towards a Certificate in Eastern 
Christian Traditions at Newman Theological 
College (Edmonton). To register and for 
more information, visit Newman.edu/CCS, or 
contact Andrea Leader at 
andrea.leader@eeparchy.com or Bernie 
Mandrusiak 
bernadette.mandrusiak@eeparchy.com or 
call the Pastoral Centre (780) 424-5496. 

PRAYER WARRIORS NEEDED – Help us cover 
the Pro-Life Movement and the Back Porch in 
prayer by signing up to pray at our chapel. 
Come pray with the Bubble Zone for 
vulnerable women and children, in their 11th 
hour, right across the street from the 
abortion clinic in Edmonton. We are looking 
for individuals who can commit to at least 
one hour per month. To find out more and 
start the registration process, go to 
alies.ca/get-involved. The Back Porch: 10958 
124 Street NW, 780-421-9941. 
outreach@alies.ca 

EDMONTON UKRAINIAN FESTIVAL – May 24 
& 25, 2024 at the Borden Park. Free Entry! 
Bring lawn chairs. 

KAPPELLA KYRIE SLAVIC CHAMBER CHOIR – 
invites you to their upcoming CD Release 
Concert and Reception on Thursday, May 
30 at 7:00 pm at St. Josaphat Ukrainian 
Catholic Cathedral (10825-97 Street). The 
concert will include highlights from the CD, 
various other works and the world premiere 
of Edmonton composer, Diana 

Tayler’s Воскресіння (The Resurrection). 
Featured baritone soloist, Yurii Hryhorash 
from L’viv Ukraine will perform with the 
choir. Reception to follow. Tickets are 
available from choristers and 
at www.eventbrite.ca (Advance: $25/$20; At 
the door: $30/$25; children under 12 are 
free). For more info: www.kappellakyrie.org 

CAMP OSELIA CHILDREN’S CAMP – Camp 
Oselia Eparchial Children’s Camp will take 
place from June 30-July 5 and July 7-12 for 
children going into grades 3-9. This year’s 
theme is “On the Case: Discover Who Jesus 
Is.” Each week is filled with Eastern Catholic 
teachings and a variety of camp activities, 
such as: swimming, archery, sports, canoeing, 
games, campfires, arts-and-crafts, etc. 
Programming takes is in both English and 
Ukrainian. Campers may attend one or both 
weeks. For more information and to register, 
visit www.camposelia.com. For inquiries 
about volunteer opportunities, please 
contact Deacon Cyril at 
deacon.kennedy@eeparchy.com     

ALTAR BOY’S CAMP – Calling all Knights of 
the Altar!  The Eparchial Altar Boy camp will 
be held August 5 to 10, 2024 at Camp St. 
Basil’s for boys ages 7 years and older.  The 
overnight camp is not only for boys who 
currently serve, but for those who are 
interested in learning about the many jobs 
involved in serving.  The camp provides an 
opportunity for the boys to further develop 
their knowledge of serving, the important 
role they do, their Ukrainian Catholic Faith, 
and each other. The camp also includes 
sports, crafts, other activities and great 
food.  Registration forms are available at the 
entrance to the church.  For further 
information, contact Ken Stelmach at 
kenstelmach@hotmail.com. 

mailto:andrea.leader@eeparchy.com
mailto:bernadette.mandrusiak@eeparchy.com
http://www.eventbrite.ca/
http://www.kappellakyrie.org/
http://www.camposelia.com/
mailto:deacon.kennedy@eeparchy.com
mailto:kenstelmach@hotmail.com
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26TH CATHOLIC FAMILY LIFE CONFERENCE 
2024 – “Crossing the Great Divide: The Power 
of Evangelization.” June 28 to July 1, 2024, at 
Lac Ste. Anne, AB. To register, visit the 
website: www.catholicfamilyministries.com. 
Registration questions: 780-920-7878. 

HOLY EUCHARIST GOLF TOURNAMENT – The 
Holy Eucharist Parish Social Golf Tournament 
will take place on Saturday, June 22nd, 2024, 
1:00 PM, at RUNDLE PARK GOLF 
COURSE  2902 118 Ave NW. Cost: $100 
includes: 18 holes/shotgun start.  Everyone 
rides on a power cart. Holes prizes with 
bagged lunch, Registration Deadline May 15 
2024. Contact: Darrell Holowaychuk to 
arrange 4-somes @ holowaychuk@shaw.ca 

ST. SOPHIA GOLF TOURNAMENT – Fore! Get 
ready to tee off at St. Sophia's Annual Golf 
Tournament! 🏌️‍♂️🏌️‍♀️Calling all parishes, 
friends, and community members to join us 
on the greens! This isn't just any golf 
tournament — it's a chance to come together 
as a community and support St. Sophia 
Parish.  Plus, did we mention there will be 
fabulous prizes up for grabs? From longest 
drive to closest to the pin, there's something 
for every skill level. And it's not just about the 
golf! We'll have delicious food, refreshing 
beverages, and plenty of laughter to go 
around. It's the perfect opportunity to make 
new friends and strengthen old 
bonds. When:  June 8 - 1:30pm. Where: 
Broadmoor Golf Course in Sherwood Park. 
Registration Fee: $165 per person: includes 
golf, cart, meal, specialty food and beverage 
holes and fabulous prizes. If you're interested 
in registering a team in the tournament, 
please contact Wally Tarnawsky at 780-718-
5096 or wtarnawsky@telus.net.  Registration 
closes on May 24. 

SAFE ENVIRONMENTS – In an effort to align 
with eparchial safety policies, volunteers in 

our parish can expect an email from John 
Vizza with a link to the Safe Environments site 
so that they may complete the 46-minute 
course.  As well, they will receive an email 
from me regarding documents to sign. 
Volunteers that work with vulnerable 
parishioners will also receive from me links 
for a police check. All documents are to be 
submitted to me (Chris) and they will be 
placed in the church’s vault for safekeeping – 
Chris Lirette (Parish Council Secretary). 

DIRECT DEPOSIT – If you are interested in 
transferring your Sunday donations to a 
monthly direct deposit, please contact Ivone 
at the parish office at (780) 489-8868 or email 
dormition.edm@gmail.com 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  

Ascending in Holiness Through the 
Body of Christ: Sunday After the Feast 
of the Ascension 

By Fr. Philip LeMasters 

We are now in the season of the Ascension, 

when we celebrate our Lord’s ascent into heaven 

forty days after His Resurrection.  It is easy for 

us to pass over this feast without paying much 

attention because it comes between Pascha and 

Pentecost.  The danger of doing so, however, is 

that if we do not attend to the importance of 

uniting ourselves to Christ as He ascends into 

heavenly glory, we will have a very 

impoverished understanding of how to share in 

the eternal life of our Savior even as we remain 

in the world as we know it. 

Contrary to much popular opinion, the aim of 

Christianity is not simply to find a way for our 

souls to be in a better place after we die by 

escaping the limitations of our bodies.  Forty 

days after His resurrection, Christ ascended into 

heaven as a whole, complete human being with 

a glorified body that still bore the wounds from 

His crucifixion.  He remained fully human, even 

http://www.catholicfamilyministries.com/
mailto:holowaychuk@shaw.ca
mailto:wtarnawsky@telus.net
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as He sat down at the right hand of the 

Father.  The Savior’s ministry did not end with 

His victory over death, but extends to making us 

participants by grace in the eternal life of the 

Holy Trinity.  He raises us up not only from the 

tomb, but into heavenly glory in every 

dimension of our existence.  His Ascension 

manifests the complete fulfillment of what it 

means to be a human being in God’s image and 

likeness. 

The good news of this season is that, even as we 

live and breathe in this world with all of its and 

our problems, we may participate already in the 

life of heaven.  We may ascend with Christ into 

the holiness for which He created us in the first 

place.  In praying to the Father, the Lord said, 

“And this is eternal life, that they know You the 

only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom you have 

sent.”  The Savior has healed every aspect of our 

corruption and brought us into full, personal 

union with Himself, making us “partakers of the 

divine nature” by grace.  He enables us truly to 

know God, not as an idea or concept, but 

through personal spiritual encounter.   By 

ascending in glory as the God-Man, He calls us 

all to embrace the blessedness of the Kingdom. 

The question that the Ascension presents to each 

of us is whether we will answer that call by 

rising up with Him into the life of heaven even 

as our feet remain firmly planted on the 

ground.  If we do not do so, we simply cannot 

celebrate this feast with integrity. We celebrate 

feasts of the Lord by participating more fully in 

the particular dimension of the life of Christ that 

the feast manifests.   In this light, the Ascension 

is neither only a past memory nor a future hope, 

but an epiphany of what it means to unite 

ourselves to the Savior.  If we do not recognize 

the extraordinary calling presented to us by this 

feast, we will miss the point entirely. 

At the very heart of what it means to ascend with 

Christ in holiness is our participation in the life 

of His Body, the Church.  Next Sunday is the 

feast of Pentecost, when we commemorate the 

descent of the Holy Spirit on our Lord’s 

followers, which transformed them into the 

Church.  The Lord prayed to the Father that His 

followers “may be one even as We are one.”   As 

hard as it may be to believe, our unity in faith, 

worship, and spiritual discipline manifests the 

unity of the Persons of the Holy Trinity.  Our life 

together in the Church is our life in God, our 

unity with the Lord and one another in the new 

life of the Kingdom. He is the vine and we are 

the branches, organically sharing a common life 

with Him and one another. 

As our epistle reading makes clear, we must 

never take this unity for granted.  We must 

always been on guard against anything that 

would weaken the common life of the members 

of Christ’s Body.  St. Paul warned of those who 

would attack the Church like “fierce wolves” to 

divide the flock.  Paul lived a very difficult life, 

struggling for many years to build up and 

maintain the unity of the Church despite 

persecution, opposition from false teachers, and 

disagreement at times even with other 

apostles.  He supported himself through his own 

labor, even as he was consumed with the 

challenges of ministry. Through his many 

struggles, Paul showed “that by so toiling one 

must help the weak, remembering the words of 

the Lord Jesus, how He said, ‘It is more blessed 

to give than to receive.’”  With all of his other 

cares, this saint did not neglect to share with the 

poor and needy. 

St. Paul’s work was not easy, but his example 

shows us that a life of difficult challenges is no 

barrier to ascending with Christ into 

holiness.  Indeed, it was through his awareness 

of His own weakness and inadequacy before the 

problems that he faced that Paul knew the 

Lord’s strength and peace.  That is how he 

offered his life, literally to the point of 
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martyrdom, for the well-being of the Church 

and became a great saint.  Remember that our 

Lord ascended in glory still bearing the wounds 

of crucifixion in His glorified body.  No matter 

how painful our wounds may be in any area of 

life, they do not preclude us from sharing in the 

holiness of the Savior.  They do not keep us 

from knowing God.  If anything, they should 

make us even more aware of our dependence on 

His mercy, of our weakness and need for His 

grace.  We will never ascend with Christ into 

heavenly glory purely on the basis of what we 

have earned by our own power or virtue.  The 

more that we know our brokenness and 

weakness, the more we will have the humility to 

expose even our deepest wounds to Him for 

healing that we cannot give ourselves.  In order 

to ascend with Him in holiness, we must 

recognize our own inability to rise up by 

ourselves from the weakness and corruption that 

remain so powerful in our lives. 

Today we also commemorate the 318 Holy 

Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council of 

Nicaea, at which the Church taught that the Son 

is truly divine, begotten of the Father eternally, 

and of the same nature or essence as Him.  This 

proclamation was necessary because the heretic 

Arius had denied the full divinity of Christ, and 

thus threatened to make it impossible to 

proclaim how the Lord could make us 

participants in eternal life by grace.  For only 

One Who is truly God may conquer death and 

enable us to ascend with Him into the divine 

glory.  If Christ were not truly the God-Man, He 

would not be able to share the divine life with 

us.  The rejection of Arius’ teaching by the 

Fathers of Nicaea is absolutely crucial for giving 

an account of how we may ascend with Christ, 

of how we may be united with Him and one 

another in His Body, the Church for our 

salvation. 

In every celebration of the Divine Liturgy, we 

ascend mystically into the eternal worship of the 

heavenly kingdom.  Our small offerings of 

bread and wine are fulfilled by the power of the 

Holy Spirit as the Body and Blood of Christ; we 

commune with Him as members of His own 

Body, even as His Bride.  We become not only 

“one flesh” with the Savior, but also with one 

another.  We grow in union with the Lord as we 

grow in union with our fellow members of His 

Body.  Like St. Paul, we must offer ourselves to 

Christ for the strengthening of the 

Church.  Despite our sufferings and 

imperfections, that is how we will unite 

ourselves to Him and one another in holiness; 

that is how we will receive healing and 

fulfillment beyond what we can give 

ourselves.  There is no other way to manifest the 

life of heaven in the midst of our world of 

division and corruption.   There is no other way 

to celebrate the Ascension than to embrace our 

calling to be one even as are the Father, the Son, 

and Holy Spirit, One God, to Whom be glory, 

laud, and honor, now and ever and unto ages of 

ages.  Amen. https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/ 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  

PROLIFE 

REFLECTIONS 

"Preach the message; be 

persistent in doing so, 

whether in season or out 

of season; convince, reprove, and encourage, but 

with great patience and instruction" – 2 Tim. 4:2 

Reflection: Do you want to hear your parish priest 

talk more about abortion and the pro-life movement? 

The first place to start is to listen to your priest and 

learn how he thinks. What is he most interested in 

and passionate about? Then, when you find out, link 

that issue with the abortion issue. 

Prayer: Lord, bless our priests and all who preach 

and teach Your Word. Free their hearts and open 

their lips, that they may speak up for the defenseless. 

Amen.     https://www.priestsforlife.org/pro-life-reflections/ 
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Commemoration of the Holy 
Fathers of the First Ecumenical 
Council (325 A.D.) 

 On the seventh Sunday of Pascha, we 
commemorate the holy God-bearing Fathers 
of the First Ecumenical Council, which took 
place in the city of Nicaea, in the year 325. 

 The Commemoration of the First 
Ecumenical Council has been celebrated by 
the Church of Christ from ancient times. The 
Lord Jesus Christ left the Church a great 
promise, “I will build My Church, and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Mt. 
16:18). Although the Church of Christ on 
earth will pass through difficult struggles with 
the enemy of salvation, it will emerge 
victorious. The holy martyrs bore witness to 
the truth of the Savior’s words, enduring 
suffering and death for confessing Christ, but 
the persecutor’s sword is shattered by the 
Cross of Christ. 

 Persecution of Christians ceased during the 
fourth century, but heresies arose within the 
Church itself. One of the most pernicious of 
these heresies was Arianism. Arius, a priest of 
Alexandria, was a man of immense pride and 
ambition. In denying the divine nature of 
Jesus Christ and His equality with God the 
Father, Arius falsely taught that the Saviour is 

not consubstantial with the Father, but is only 
a created being. 

 A local Council, convened with Patriarch 
Alexander of Alexandria presiding, 
condemned the false teachings of Arius. 
However, Arius would not submit to the 
authority of the Church. He wrote to many 
bishops, denouncing the decrees of the local 
Council. He spread his false teaching 
throughout the East, receiving support from 
certain Eastern bishops. 

 Investigating these dissentions, the emperor 
Constantine (May 21) consulted Bishop 
Hosius of Cordova (Aug. 27), who assured 
him that the heresy of Arius was directed 
against the most fundamental dogma of 
Christ’s Church, and so he decided to convene 
an Ecumenical Council. In the year 325 A.D., 
318 bishops representing Christian Churches 
from various lands gathered together at Nicea. 

 Among the assembled bishops were many 
confessors who had suffered during the 
persecutions, and who bore the marks of 
torture upon their bodies. Also participating in 
the Council were several great luminaries of 
the Church: Saint Nicholas, Archbishop of 
Myra in Lycia (December 6 and May 9), Saint 
Spyridon, Bishop of Tremithos (December 
12), and others venerated by the Church as 
holy Fathers. 

 With Patriarch Alexander of Alexandria 
came his deacon, Athanasius (who later 
became Patriarch of Alexandria (May 2 and 
January 18). He is called “the Great,” for he 
was a zealous champion for the purity of 
Orthodoxy. In the Sixth Ode of the Canon for 
today’s Feast, he is referred to as “the 
thirteenth Apostle.” 

 The emperor Constantine presided over the 
sessions of the Council. In his speech, 
responding to the welcome by Bishop 
Eusebius of Caesarea, he said, “God has 
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helped me cast down the impious might of the 
persecutors, but more distressful for me than 
any blood spilled in battle is for a soldier, is 
the internal strife in the Church of God, for it 
is more ruinous.” Arius, with seventeen 
bishops among his supporters, remained 
arrogant, but his teaching was repudiated and 
he was excommunicated from the Church. In 
his speech, the holy deacon Athanasius 
conclusively refuted the blasphemous 
opinions of Arius. The heresiarch Arius is 
depicted in iconography sitting on Satan’s 
knees, or in the mouth of the Beast of the Deep 
(Rev. 13). 

 The Fathers of the Council declined to 
accept a Symbol of Faith (Creed) proposed by 
the Arians. Instead, they affirmed the 
orthodox Symbol of Faith (Nicene Creed). 
Saint Constantine asked the Council to insert 
into the text of the Symbol of Faith the word 
“consubstantial,” which he had heard in the 
speeches of the bishops. The Fathers of the 
Council unanimously accepted this 
suggestion. 

 In the Nicean Creed, the holy Fathers set 
forth and confirmed the Apostolic teachings 
about Christ’s divine nature. The heresy of 
Arius was exposed and repudiated as an error 
of haughty reason. After resolving this chief 
dogmatic question, the Council also issued 
Twelve Canons on questions of ecclesial 
administration and discipline. Also decided 
was the date for the celebration of Holy 
Pascha. By decision of the Council, Holy 
Pascha should not be celebrated by Christians 
on the same day with the Jewish Passover, but 
on the first Sunday after the first full moon of 
the vernal equinox (which occured on March 
22 in 325). 

 The First Ecumenical Council is also 
commemorated on May 29. 

 

CЛУЖБА БОЖA 

Перший Антифон 

Всі народи заплещіте руками,* воскликніть 
Богові голосом радости. 

Молитвами Богородиці, Спасе, спаси 
нас. 

Бог Господь Всевишній,* Цар великий по 
всій землі. 

Молитвами Богородиці… 
Він покорив людей нам,* і народи під ноги 
наші. 

Молитвами Богородиці… 
Зійшов Бог під оклики веселі,* Господь під 
голос сурми. 

Молитвами Богородиці… 
Слава Отцю ... Єдинородиний Сину … 

Вхідний Антифон 

Прийдіте, радісно заспіваймо Господеві, 
воскликнім Богу, Спасителеві нашому. 

Спаси нас, Сину Божий,* що вознісся у 
славі, співаємо Тобі: Алилуя! 

Прийдім з похвалами перед обличчя Його, 
і псальмами воскликнім Йому. 

Спаси нас, Сину Божий,* що вознісся… 
Бо Бог великий Господь,* і Цар великий по 
всій землі.  

Спаси нас, Сину Божий,* що вознісся… 

Вхідне 

Прийдіте, поклонімся і прадім до Христа. 

Спаси нас, Сину Божий,* що вознісся у 
славі, співаємо Тобі: Алилуя! 

Тропарі і кондаки 

Тропар, глас 4: Вознісся Ти в славі, Христе 
Боже наш,* учинивши учням радість 
обітуванням Святого Духа,* і скріпив їх 
Твоїм благословенням,* бо Ти Син Божий, 
Визволитель світу. 
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Слава Отцю, і Сину, і Святому Духові, і нині, 
і повсякчас, і на віки вічні. Амінь. 

Кондак Отців, глас 8: Апостолів 
проповідування і отців догмати* єдину 
віру утвердили Церкві,* яка і, ризу істини з 
богословія вишнього носячи,* право 
править і славить* благочестя велике 
таїнство. 

Прокімен, Глас 4 

Благословен єси, Господи Боже Отців 
наших,* і хвальне і прославлене ім'я Твоє 
на віки. 
Стих: Бо праведний єси в усьому, що 
створив Ти нам. 

Читання Апостола 
(Діяння 20:16-18, 28-36) 

Діянь Святих Апостолів Читання. 

Тими днями Павло вирішив плисти попри 
Ефес, щоб по змозі, на день П'ятдесятниці 
бути в Єрусалимі. З Мілету він послав у 
Ефес і прикликав пресвітерів Церкви. Коли 
ж вони прийшли до нього, він до них 
промовив: «Зважайте на самих себе й на 
все стадо, над яким Дух Святий поставив 
вас єпископами, щоб пасли Церкву Божу, 
що її Він придбав кров'ю власною. Я знаю, 
що по моїм відході ввійдуть поміж вас 
самих вовки хижі, які не щадитимуть стада. 
Та й з-поміж вас самих повстануть люди, 
що говоритимуть погубні речі, щоб 
потягнути за собою учнів. Тому чувайте, 
пригадуйте собі, що я три роки, ніч і день, 
не переставав кожного з вас із сльозами 
наводити на розум. А тепер передаю вас 
Богові і слову його благодаті, що може 
збудувати й дати вам спадщину між усіма 
освяченими. Ні срібла, ні золота, ані одежі 
я не вимагав ні від кого. Ви самі знаєте, що 
моїм потребам і тих, які зо мною, служили 
оці руки. У всьому я показав вам, що, так 
працюючи, треба допомагати 

слабосильним і пам'ятати слова Господа 
Ісуса, що сам сказав: 'Більше щастя давати, 
ніж брати.'» Промовивши це, він упав на 
коліна і з усіма ними почав молитися. 

Стихи Алилуя 

1. Бог богів Господь промовив, і призвав 
землю від сходу сонця до заходу. 2. 
Зведуть Йому преподобних Його, що 
заповідають завіт Його в жертвах. 

Євангеліє (Від Івана 17:1-13) 

В той час Ісус, підвівши очі до неба, сказав: 
«Отче, прийшла година. Прослав Свого 
Сина, щоб Син Твій Тебе прославив, згідно 
з владою, яку Ти дав Йому над усяким 
тілом: дати життя вічне тим, яких Ти дав 
Йому. Це вічне життя, щоб пізнати Тебе, 
єдиного істинного Бога, та Ісуса Христа, 
якого Ти послав. Я прославив Тебе на 
землі: виконав діло, яке Ти дав Мені 
виконати. Тепер, отже, прослав Мене, 
Отче, у Себе, тією славою, яку Я мав у Тебе, 
перше ніж постав світ. Я об'явив Твоє ім'я 
людям, яких Ти дав Мені зо світу. Вони 
були Твої, і Ти дав їх Мені, і вони зберегли 
Твоє слово. Тепер вони зрозуміли, що все, 
що Ти дав Мені, від Тебе походить; слова 
бо, що Ти дав Мені, Я дав їм, і вони 
прийняли і справді зрозуміли, що Я від 
Тебе вийшов, і увірували, що Ти Мене 
послав. Я молюся за них, не за світ молюся, 
а за тих, яких Ти дав Мені, бо вони Твої. І 
все Моє - Твоє, а Твоє - Моє, і Я 
прославився в них. Я більше не у світі, але 
вони у світі, і йду до Тебе. Отче святий, 
ради імени Твого бережи їх, тих, яких Ти 
дав мені, щоб вони були одно, як і Ми. 
Коли Я був з ними у світі, Я беріг їх у Твоє 
ім'я; Я стеріг тих, яких Ти дав Мені, і ніхто з 
них не погиб, крім сина погибелі, щоб 
збулося Писання. Тепер же йду до Тебе і 
говорю це у світі, щоб вони мали у собі 
радість Мою повну.» 
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Вознесіння, Ірмос  
Замість «Достойно» 

Величай, душе моя, Господа,* що з плоттю 
во славі вознісся на небеса. * Тебе вище 
ума і слова Матір Божу, * що в часі 
безлітнього несказанно родила, * вірні 
однодумно величаємо. 

Причасні Стихи 

Хваліте Господа з небес, * хваліте Його на 
висотах. * Радуйтеся, праведні, в Господі, * 
правим належить похвала. * Алилуя. (3) 

Замість «Ми виділи світло» і «Нехай 
сповняться» Вознесися на небеса, Боже, і 
по всій землі нехай буде слава Твоя. 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

ЧИТЦІ 

Неділя, 12-го травня (Святих Отців) 

9:30 ранку – Вейн Качур 

11:30 ранку – Ярослав Бойко 

Неділя, 19-го травня (П’ятдесятниця) 
9:30 ранку – Теодосія Сич 
11:30 ранку – Оля Харабара 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

OГОЛОШЕННЯ 

ВІСНИК ЕЛЕКТРОННОЮ ПОШТОЮ – якщо 
хтось бажає отримати вісник електронною 
поштою просимо звернутися до о. Петра на 
адресу fr.babej@eeparchy.com. 

БЛАГОСЛОВЕННОГО ДНЯ МАТЕРІ! Наші 
найщиріші побажання і молитви сьогодні 
за всіх мамів, бабунь, хресних матерей, 
опікунів та всіх, що сповнюють ролю 
матері. Нехай Господь Бог благословить 
вас та нехай світло лиця Його отінить вас! 
Рівнож, пам’ятаємо сьогодні у своїх 
молитвах всіх матерей, які віддійшли у 
вічність Нехай вічна буде їм пам’ять у Бозі. 

МАТЕРІ В МОЛИТВІ – Молитовне зібрання 
відбудеться СЬОГОДНІ, 12-го травня, 2024, 
після україномовної Божественної Літургії. 
Для додаткової інформації просимо 
звертатися до Лесі Бабяк за номером 587-
937-0311, або електронічною поштою та 
адресу Lesia.Ivanivna.Babiak@gmail.com.  

КАВИ СЬОГОДНІ НЕ БУДЕ – Після Служби 
Божої, кави сьогодні не буде. 

ЩИРА ПОДЯКА – всім, що прийшли вчора 
і допомогли з чищенням церковного 
подвір’я. Нехай Господь Бог благословить! 

МОЛЕБЕНЬ ДО БОГОРОДИЦІ – 
відправиться в четвер, 16-го травня, о год. 
6:30 вечора. Додатковий Молебень 
відправиться в суботу, 18-го травня, о год. 
5:00 п.п. (замість Вечірні). 

ЗІСЛАННЯ СВЯТОГО ДУХА (ЗЕЛЕНІ СВЯТА) 
– в неділю, 19-го травня. У це свято, 
відбудеться додаткова єпархіяльна збірка 
для місійних потреб Церкви по всьому 
світу.  

УКРАЇНСЬКИЙ САДОК «ПРЕСВЯТОЇ МАРІЇ» 
- при храмі Успіння Пресвятої Богородиці, 
15608 104 Авеню запрошує дітей віком 3-4 
рочки до участи кожної середи і п’ятниці, 
від 9:00 год. ранку до 12:00 п.п. В справі 
інформації або реєстрації, просимо 
дзвонити до Олі на телефон 780-619-9154. 

СХОДИНИ ПАРАФІЯЛЬНОЇ РАДИ – 
відбудуться в середу, 22-го травня, о год. 
6:45 вечора (після Служби Божої). 

СХОДИНИ МУЖЧИН – відбудуться в 
п’ятницю, 24 травня, о год. 7:00 вечора. 
Тема: «Будь чоловіком Божим, якого 
Господь Бог створив», на підставі книжки, 
автора о. Лері Ричардс. 
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ЕДМОНТОН УКРАЇНСЬКИЙ ФЕСТИВАЛЬ – 
24 та 25 травня 2024 року в парку Борден. 
Вхід вільний! Принесіть стільці. 

ТАБІР ДЛЯ ЧЛЕНІВ ВІВТАРНОЇ ДРУЖИНИ – 
відбудеться у днях 5-10 серпня, 2024, для 
хлопців від 7 років до 16, на оселі Святого 
Василія Великого. Реєстраційні форми – 
при вході до церкви. За дальшими 
інформаціями або в справі реєстрації, 
просимо звернутися до Ken Stelmach на 
адресу kenstelmach@hotmail.com. 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

Молитва за маму 

Небесний Отче, сьогодні я підношу до Тебе 

мою матір і всіх матерів. Благослови їх силою 

продовжувати піклуватися про своїх дітей з 

тією ж сміливістю, безкорисливістю, яку 

Марія виявила до Ісуса. Допоможи моїй мамі 

та всім матерям відчути нашу вдячність і по-

справжньому зрозуміти їхній вплив. 

«Мамо, дякую за дар життя! Дякую, 
що навчила вірити в Бога» 

Блаженніший Святослав, Отець і Глава 
Української Греко-Католицької Церкви, 
привітав українських матерів із Днем матері, 
який в Україні, незважаючи на війну, 
святкують у другу неділю травня. 
Глава УГКЦ зауважив, що це для всіх нас 
є доброю нагодою, щоб вшанувати матерів 
України. «Сьогодні від імені синів і дочок —
дітей України, хочу сказати нашим матерям: 
Мамо, дякую за дар життя! Дякую за те, 
що відкрила для мене цей світ. Мамо, дякую, 
за те, що навчила мене вірити в Бога, відкрила 
переді мною невидимий світ, дорогу у життя 
вічне», — сказав Предстоятель. 

У відеопривітанні Блаженніший Святослав 
зазначив, що сьогодні материнство у цілому 
світі є зранене. «Сьогодні хочу подякувати 
усім українським матерям, які сприймають дар 
життя своїх дітей як великий, найвищий дар, 

який Господь Бог посилає. Дякую вам, матері 
України, котрі не боїтеся викликів 
і складнощів вашого покликання і щедро 
відкриваєте своє серце і душу своїм дітям 
та даруєте їм самих себе», — сказав він. 
Блаженніший Святослав ствердив, 
що в Україні сьогодні материнство є зранене 
ще й війною. 
Тому сьогодні, — каже Глава Церкви, — 
схиляємо голову в пошані перед матерями, які 
втратили своїх дітей на війні і сьогодні 
оплакують своїх синів і дочок, яких уже 
віддали у руки Небесного Отця і нашої 
небесної Матері — Марії. 
«Хочемо сьогодні обійняти нашим теплом, 
молитвою і підтримкою. Сьогодні особливо 
хочемо обійняти матерів, які зі сльозами 
на очах прощають своїх дітей, котрі 
вирушають на фронт захищати свою 
Батьківщину», — зазначив Предстоятель 
УГКЦ. 
«Сьогодні особливо хочу молитися за матерів, 
які щоночі вмиваються сльозами і вимолюють 
в Господа Бога можливість порятунку для 
своїх дітей, які є в полоні, або зникли 
безвісти», — додав він. 
«Вітаючи вас, дорогі матері, з цим днем, 
ми молимося до Господа Бога словами нашого 
Кобзаря: „І на оновленій землі врага не буде, 
супостата, а буде син, і буде мати, і будуть 
люде на землі“. Нехай ця спільна молитва 
за українську матір буде нашою спільною 
вірою у перемогу. Зі святом, тебе, українська 
мамо! Христос воскрес!» — побажав духовний 
лідер українців. Департамент інформації 
УГКЦ 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

Неділю Отців 1-го Вселенського 
Собору – Проповідь Владики Діонісія 

Дорогі в Христі брати і сестри! 

Сьогодні Неділя перед Зісланням Святого 

Духа, яка присвячена пам’яті Отців Першого 

Вселенського Собору в Нікеї 325 року. На 

mailto:kenstelmach@hotmail.com
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цьому Соборі Отці засудили єресь Арія, який 

заперечував рівність Ісуса з Отцем. На цьому 

Соборі був присутній також св. Миколай. 

Власне тут постало Нікейське «Вірую». Ми 

вшановуємо саме тих отців первісної Церкви, 

котрі відважно захищали і ревно поширювали 

правдиву науку Ісуса Христа, яку намагалася 

зруйнувати єресь Арія, «сповідуючи Ісуса 

Христа Сином Божим, співпрестольним з 

Отцем і Духом», а не тільки людиною, як вчив 

Арій. 

Цікава паралель між закінченнями Євангелія 

на Вознесіння Господнє і сьогоднішнім 

Євангелієм. На Вознесіння ми чули, що 

апостоли «поклонившися Йому [Ісусові], 

повернулися з радістю великою в Єрусалим, 

перебували ввесь час у xрамі, славлячи та 

xвалячи Бога» (Лк 24,52-53), а сьогодні ми 

чуємо самого Христа, який каже: «Тепер же іду 

до тебе [Отче], і кажу те, у світі бувши, щоб 

вони радощів моїх мали у собі вщерть» (Йо 

17,13). Обидва тексти говорять про радість, 

причиною якої є саме вознесіння Христа, тобто 

його прославлення і повернення до Отця. Ми 

слухали читання з Діянь Апостолів, як 

Апостол Павло поспішав, щоб на День 

П´ятидесятниці бути в Єрусалимі» (Ді 20,16), і 

як він прощається в Ефесі зі спільнотою, і 

перестерігає, щоб зважати на самих себе й на 

все стадо, над яким Дух Святий поставив нас 

єпископами, щоб пасли Церкву Божу, що її 

придбав кров´ю власною» (Ді 20, 28). 

Прощається, паде на коліна молиться і передає 

їх Богові. 

Сьогоднішнє Євангеліє подає також частину 

архиєрейської молитви Ісуса Христа, де Ісус 

визнає, шо Він посланий Отцем у світ заради 

спасіння людей: «Я на землі тебе прославив 

виконавши те діло, яке ти дав мені до 

виконання». І водночас молиться за своїх 

учнів: «Молю ж за них: не за світ (ті, які 

відкинули світло) молю, лише за тих, яких ти 

передав мені, бо вони – твої» (в. 9). Тут 

молитва набирає характеру молитви 

заступництва, позначену чотирма проханнями: 

«бережи» (в. 11), «освяти» (в. 17), «щоб усі 

були одно» (в. 21), «щоби й вони були зі мною» 

(в. 24). Саме тих 10 днів від Вознесіння до 

Зіслання Святого Духа, Синод УГКЦ 

проголосив і назвав «Місійною декадою». 

Хочемо назвати Вам двох найбільших 

місіонарів: 1. Ісуса Христа. Ісус є місіонером 

Отця. Ісус завжди почував себе посланим 

своїм Небесним Отцем. Нічого він робив сам 

від себе, але те, що повідав йому Його 

Небесний Отець. 2. Святий Апостол Павло, 

званий також як апостол поган. Кожний свій 

лист він починає сповіддю, що Він є Апостол 

Ісуса Христа, «вибраний для Євангелії Божої». 

І все він робив і перетерпів заради Євангелії, і 

на кінець умер як мученик за віру в Ісуса 

Христа. 

Характеристика місіонаря – посланця –діяти в 

імені того, хто Його послав, молитися за свою 

паству, бути свідком Христового воскресіння. 

Церква покликана бути місійною зі самої своєї 

природи. Вона покликана ділитися тим, шо 

має, духовними і матеріальними благами. 

Апостоли, одержавши Духа Святого не 

трималися Єрусалиму, але пішли з місією у 

світ, послухавши Ісуса. «Ідіть і навчайте всі 

народи!». Отож, перший євангелізатор є 

Христос, а ми – його співробітники (Пор 1Кор 

3,9). 

Папа Франциск постійно нагадує, шо Церква 

по своїй суті є місіонерською –   вихідною. І це 

Євангеліє, яке ми читали – це постійний рух до 

зустрічі: від Отця до Сина, і від Отця і Сина – 

до учнів, який творить єдність з різними 

особами. І з того випливає молитва: «Щоб усі 

були одно», адже рух до іншого чинить 

єдність. «Бог завжди вірний, творчий, не є 

замкнутий, тому ніколи не є суворий. Він 

приймає нас, виходить нам назустріч, розуміє 

нас. Щоб залишитися вірними, щоб бути 

творчими, треба вміти змінюватись. Щоб 

витривати в Бозі, треба вміти виходити, не 

можна цього боятись». 
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Папа Франциск далі пише в Апостольському 

повчанні «Радість Євангелія» таке: «Мрію про 

такий місійний запал, який міг би перемінити 

все на світі, щоби звички, поведінка, графіки, 

мова й усі церковні структури стали 

відповідним каналом для євангелізації 

сучасного світу, а не для власного 

самозбереження» (27). Церква, яка «вирушає в 

дорогу», є Церквою відкритих дверей – 

Відкритим домом Отця, не митниця (47). І далі 

Понтифік закликає, щоб вийти назустріч 

іншим, щоб дійти до найвіддаленіших 

закутків. Іноді треба бути батьком блудного 

сина – залишати двері відчиненими (46), 

насамперед для бідних і немічних; убогі – це 

привілейовані адресати Євангелія (48). І ще: 

«Волію радше Церкву, яка зазнала ушкоджень, 

поранену й брудну, через те, що вийшла на 

вулиці, аніж Церкву, яка хвора через те, що 

закрилася в собі і ухопилася за власну 

безпеку… Маю надію, що нами керуватиме не 

так страх помилитися, як страх замкнутися у 

структури, у звички…» (49). 

Саме хрещення в ім’я Отця, і Сина, і Святого 

Духа - це покликання жити сопричасним 

життям, бути місіонером, свідчити про свою 

віру, про Христове воскресіння у тих місцях, 

де він проживає і працює, а деяким навіть іти 

на периферії світу. А якщо не можемо бути 

місіонерами у стислому слові, то ми покликані 

допомагати тим, що пішли на місії, допомагати 

місійним потребам. А наша Церква має багато 

місіонерів, які потребують нашої допомоги. 

Тому Синод нашої Церква встановив під час 

цієї декади збірку на місійні потреби.  

Отож, разом зі Святими Отцями радісно 

сповідуймо нашу віру, одностайно 

прославляючи «Отця, і Сина, і Святого Духа – 

Тройцю єдиносущну і нероздільну» та 

одночасно продовжуймо місію Ісуса Христа на 

землі, будучи Його місіонерами і Його 

співробітниками. Нехай так буде, амінь. 

+Діонісій, 
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THIS WEEK AT DORMITION 

SUNDAY, MAY 12: SUNDAY OF THE HOLY FATHERS. 

7:30 AM – Church Open for Prayer. 
8:30 AM – Confessions. 

9:30 AM – Divine Liturgy (Bilingual), for all 
parishioners; for all mothers and those who fulfill the 
role of mother; for the intentions of Owen Bawol. 

11:30 AM – Divine Liturgy (Ukrainian), for the needs 
and intentions of all parishioners; for all mothers and 
those who fulfill the role of a mother; the health and 
intentions of Ivan. 

Monday, Маy 13: Martyr Glyceria. 

NO DIVINE SERVICES. 

Tuesday, May 14: Martyr Isidore. 

NO DIVINE SERVICES. 

Wednesday, May 15: Pachomius the Great. 

5:30 PM – Divine Liturgy; repose of +Nadia Schenk. 
6:45 PM – Bible Study (Book of Exodus). 

Thursday, May 16: Ven. Theodore the Sanctified. 

7:00 AM – Divine Liturgy; for needs and intentions of 
Henry Cyril Bernard; for Ed Hecker. 
6:30 PM – Moleben to the Mother of God. 

Friday, May 17: Apostle Adronicus and Others. 

7:00 AM – Divine Liturgy; repose of +Nadia Schenk; for 
the needs and intentions of Ed Hecker. 

6:00 PM – Parish Council Meeting (Carvel). 

Saturday, May 18: All Souls Saturday. 

9:00 AM – Divine Liturgy; for the repose of all souls of 
the faithful departed. 

5:00 PM – Moleben to the Mother of God. 

5:30 PM – Supper for Guests from Saskatoon. 

SUNDAY, MAY 19: PENTECOST SUNDAY 

7:30 AM – Church Open for Prayer. 
8:30 AM – Confessions. 

9:30 AM – Divine Liturgy (Bilingual), for all 
parishioners; for intentions of Sophia Turgeon. 

11:30 AM – Divine Liturgy (Ukrainian), for the needs 
and intentions of all parishioners; for Marko and Iryna. 

4:00 PM – Divine Liturgy (at Carvel); feast day 
celebration and blessing of graves. 
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